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Welcome to your news and information update for the ‘Companion Orders of Freemasonry'
administered from Mark Masons' Hall, 86 St James's Street.

This bulletin is emailed only to those who use the free subscription service.

Please share this content with yo fellow Brethren by forwarding this email or let them know that
it's available on theMMH website

If you don't currently receive this email directly but would like to bacribe please email
communications@mmbh.org.uk

Companion Orders Diary

Below are some upcoming dates of events for our Grand teams in their respective Orders.

You carfind the calendar of the regular annual meetings of our Orders further down this newsletter.

Monday, 24 July O.S.M.Installation of Wy.Bro. Stuart Robert Offord, P.G.St.B., as Provincial Grand
Supreme Ruler for Norfolk


https://www.markmasonshall.org/
mailto:communications@mmh.org.uk

Tuesday, 25 JulyO.S.M.Amalgamé&on of the Provinces of Durham and Northumberland into the
North-East Province, and Installation of Wy.Bro. John David Watts, P.G.Swd.B., as Provincial Grand
Supreme Ruler

Friday, 28 July S.C.Consecration of Charlemagne Consistory No. 145, Provirieesek
Wednesday, 30 AugustS.C Consecration of Wiivnhou Consistory No. 146, Province of Essex

Tuesday, 5 SeptemberS.CConsecration of King Arthur Consistory No. 143, Province of Somerset
and Dorset

Tuesday, 12 SeptembeMark Communication of Marksrand Lodge and Investiture of recipients of
promotions in Grand Rank, Freemasons' Hall, London

Thursday, 14 SeptemberK.B.H.CAnnual meeting of Grand Priory, M.M.H., London

Tuesday, 3 OctoberR.S.M. Celebratory meeting of the Sesquicentenary of Gr&ouncil,
Freemasons' Hall

Cheshire Mark on their bikes

D

-/ UPTO 14 RIDERS
~ #MarkinMotion #teamaflh

On a sunny Friday, 7 July, 14 Mark Men from Cheshire met at Middlewich Masonic Hall, some with
their wives and family, ready to see them on their way for their journey to London. Nothing unusual
about a trip to London, until you know that it was by bicycle and, to make it even harder, alongside
the canal network form Middlewich to Mark Masda4all.

The ride was the brainchild of W.Bro. John Miller, the A.Prov.G.M. of Cheshire, whose abilityeto com
up with great ideas and to raise money for charity, in this case the MBF, is renowned in the Province
of Cheshire.

As well as the Prov.G.M., Gary Horstman; the A.Prov.G.M., John Miller; the Prov.G.D.C.; and the
Dep.Prov.G.D.C.; we had the Festival Craii$teve Simpson; a Prov.G.Stwd., Russell Dodd; and
other members of the Province.

Also, and most necessary was our support team, led by Mike Ross, Prov.G.Stwd., and Steve Roberts,
P.Prov.G.S.W., who were assisted by one of our Prov.A.G.D.C.s, PeteaicNMark Master Mason
Bro. Simon Wall.

We also invited a noiviason to join us on the ride who was not sure if Masonry was for him but,
halfway through the ride, he decided that he must join the Craft and quickly.

Added to this list was Phil Atkin, A.Prov.G.M. from Lincolnshire, who had toax&bfhours to join
us for the first two days of the ride, showing the support the Provinces give to each other. Over the
length of the ride we also had Bob Sagoo, the A.Prov.G.M. from Staffordshire and Shropshire ride



with us for a day, and Ruth Wellsetipartner of our Dep.G.M., Frank Spencer, joined us for the last
three days, all raising money for the Cheshire 2024 Festival from their own Provinces.
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1- Gary Horstman, Frank Spencer, Ruth Wells & John Miller

Despite a forecastf rain and strong wind the event was blessed with long periods of sunshine and
only a few showers along the way, making the arduous journey more pleasant. However, the fact that
growth on both sides of the canal path had not been cut and the overhatigieg were too low to

ride under in places, made our progress difficult to say the least.

Phil Atkin found out just how hard it was when on day one, barely an hour into the ride, he took a
tumble into the canal. Fortunately, Cheshire members were on handdcue him, proving that our
health and safety plan did work.

The end of each day saw us arrive at hotels in different Provinces and at each stop over we were
meet by members of the Province, a welcome sight at the end of some very long days. So we must
thank, Kevin Spenser, Bob Sagoo, David Trimple, Frank SpencBammen Colemahleald for their
support for the event.

With all the riders completing the event and with o£#&8,000.00 being raised we all made our way
home, by train this time, with a warm glow of success in being able to support the MBF to carry on
its work supporting worthy causes.

With thanks to R.W.Bro. Gary Horstman, Prov.G.M.

You can find all the photographs from the ride on the Province's Facebookipege


https://www.facebook.com/CheshireMarkMasterMasons/photos



https://sway.office.com/kDD9wAN7wp9BbDkv#content=L3qTweTq4mcagw
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At his recent Provincial Grand Lodge Meeting, R.W.Bro. John Stanley Evans, Provincial Grand Master
for the Mark Province of North Wales, was delighteceard the first ever North Wales Order of
Merit for Outstanding Service to the Province to V.W.Bro. Phillip George Orton, P.G.J.O.

A dedicated member of the Province, V.W.Bro. Phil has devoted many years to Provincial matters, in
particular his promotion of the Mark Benevolent Fund.

His knowledge and enthusiasm for the MBF is second to none and he is called upon again and again
to provide talks and explain how the fund operates and works.



A member of many Lodges both in the Province and further afield the Provincial Grand Master
praised him for his tireless work and thanked him for his contribution to his Province.

With thanks to W.BroColin Lemin, Prov.G.Sec.

AND RAM
PROVINCE OF
NORTH WALES

The K.T. Provincial Priory of Surrey

The Annual Meeting of the Provincial Priory of Surrey was held on Saturday, 8 July at the Croydon
Masonic Centre in Oakfield Road, Croydon.









It was so good to see E.Kt. Keith Waller with us. Keith was our Cross Bearer for many years until ill
health meant he had to hand over the role to somea@tige. | have known Keith for many years,

since my initiation into Masonry, and he has been a good friend to me, and a very supportive Mason
all that time.

Familiar faces in the Delegation of Knights of Malta.



Prior to the meetingdxcuse the punour Provincial Prior, R.E.Kt. Pat Crossan, made sure he
individually welcomed all our guests and Brother Knights of the Province.

To receive the Provincial Prelate, E.Kt. Len Moreton, preceded by the Provincial Cross Bearer and
Provincial Almoner.



Right Eninent Knights and other Distinguished Guests, then entered the Temple in procession.



We were all delighted that our Past Provincial Prior, R.E.Kt. Michael Banbury, K.C.T., was able to be
with us. | had the pleasure and privilege, as his Provincialldbfsr several years, to escort him
into the Temple to rapturous applause.

The Provincial Prior then entered the Temple preceded by the Provincial Sword Bearer and followed
by the Provincial Banner Bearer.




Provincial Priory was opened and the Provincial Prior was saluted.

The Provincial Prior welcomed the Honoured Guests from other Provinces, as well as the Heads of
Surrey Orders and their Executive. Here we have from the Mark Province of Surrey the &rovinci
Grand Master, John French, the Past Provincial Grand Master, Ray Hussey, the Assistant Provincial
Grand Master, Tim Ford, and the Past Assistant Provincial Grand Master, Chris Eley.

After the regular business of Provincial Priory had been conclutled?rovincial Prior rappointed
V.E.Kt. Peter Brown as Provincial Sub Prior, thanking him for all his support over the years.

He then appointed and invested his Provincial Officers. The Provincial Prior then received the
Commander, Deputy CommandencdaRegistrar of his Bodyguar#ile thanked the members of the



Bodyguard for supporting him on his Official Visits. Here we see the members of the Bodyguard with
the Provincial Sword Bearer and the Provincial Banner Bearer.

E.Kt. Steve Jones, ProvindMdrden of Regalia, presented the Provincial Prior with a cheque for
£1,419 as a donation towards the Provincial Benevolent Fund from the sales of new dosqute
regalia over the past year.

The Provincial Prior addressed Provincial Priory. In his Adueegseeted all those attending with
warmth and a hearty welcome and said how pleased he was to see so many Brother Knights, and
guests from other Provinces and Orders attending. He spoke about the need to look after others,
both within and without our Ordr, as one of the Precepts of our Order. He congratulated all those
Knights he had appointed or promoted this day wishing them a happy year to enjoy their honour.
R.E.Kt. Pat ended by thanking all those who worked so hard and contributed to the sudbess of
meeting.

Provincial Priory was closed in due form and the R.E. Provincial Prior retired in procession.







We then retired to the bar where we were joined by Arnold Long, the Re@ali Grand Summus of
the Provincial Grand Senatus of Surrey in the Order of the Scarlet Cord.




During the meeting the Provincial Prior made donations to several charities including the St John at
Jerusalem Eye Hospital and the Royal Marsden Hospital. Here we have E.Kt. Michael Petryszyn
receiving his cheque from our Provincial Prior.

We then retied to the dining room to enjoy a lovely meal together with our guests.



A big thank you to Gary Billington of the Croydon and District Masonic Halls for kindly putting up a
rolling slide show of all our activities over the past year to keep oastguamused while in the bars.



Article by V.E.Kt. Chris Eley, P.Gt.Reg., and photographs by V.E.Kt. Chris Eley and Kt. Andrew Banks

Lindisfarne Preceptory Centenary

On Saturday, 24 June 2023, Lindisfarne Preceptory No. 226, meeting in Berwick epdn Tw
Province of

Northumberland, was honoured to receive the Most Eminent and Supreme Grand Master and the
Officers of Great Priory on the occasion of its Centenary celebration.

The Grand Master was welcomed into the Preceptory by the Provincial Priddt. K&vin Stannard,
and greeted by the members of the Preceptory and their many guests, including Knights from our
own and neighbouring Provinces and Fraters from South East Scotland, just north of the border.



After the reading of the Warrant of Constitah, E.Kt. Christopher Benneworth, the Preceptory
Chaplain, delivered a waikksearched account of the history of the Preceptory; and the Provincial
Prelate, Kt. Revd Leslie Dinning, delivered a thought provoking Oration after which he led the Knights
in thanks for the past and prayers for the future of Lindisfarne.

Not having been able to secure the services of an organist for the ceremony, the Knights were
delighted when the Grand Master offered his services in that capacity, playing the organ during the
singing of the hymns to the delightand improved musicalityd of everyone present.

In presenting the Centenary Warrant to the Eminent Preceptor, E.Kt. Bob Smith (pictured above), the
Grand Master congratulated all the Knights of the Preceptory on itsvarsary and exhorted them
to continue the work to ensure the success of the Preceptory over the next one hundred years.

The Eminent Preceptor and Knights of the Preceptory afterwards hosted the Grand Master and their
many distinguished guests at a Bantjbeld indThe Black and Galdthe function suite in the
grounds of Berwick Rangers Football Club.

With thanks to Kt. Nick Deakin

2 - E.Kt. Bill Bewick, Prov.S&lior- R.E. Frater Robert Alexander, Dist.G.Prior, S.E. Sceflaid & S. Grand MasteR.E.
Frater Alex Sharp, K.G.R.E.Kt. Kevin Stannard, Prov.PfiBrE.Kt. Alan Hume, K.C.T.



Meanwhile, in Germany...

Inaugural visit to Germany for Northumberlar@ Provincial Prio® Bodyguard

Pilgrims Preceptory No. 5played host to seven members of one the best Provinci@ Bodyguards
under the English Constitution on Saturday, 8 July, in Herford, commandedteBKnight Scotty
Hunter.



In addition, the Provincial Marshal and Deputy Marshal formed part of the visiting English delegation
that helped create a sense of energy, style and elegance on the day.

3- Northumberland Provirial Marshal, E.Kt. Steve Ranson, being greeted by V.E.Kt. Paul Donnelly, Preceptor of Pilgrims
No. 5

Meeting at 10:30 am, the Knightly delegation waited for the right moment to be formally announced
and processed in to the Temple be greeted by Very Ement Knight Paul Donnelly, something that
has never been seen in Pilgrims No. 5.

Shortly after, the Provinci@odyguard demonstrated its excellent foot and sword drill by forming an
honour guard and arch of steel to receive the Most Eminent Grand Mad&eldy McKenzie, G.C.T.,

led in by two of his senior Knights, Right Eminent Knights Joseph Maison, G.C.T., and Shiny McKinnon,
G.CT

During the ceremony, several of the Provincial Bodyguard helped by being active contributors during
the ceremony of ingtlling two new Knights into the Order (Knights Larry Painter and Craig Timms).
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Following a thoroughly enjoyable and memorable ceremony, the Grand Master was presented a
labelled bottle of Provincial Bodyguard Port to mark the occasion, by Knighy $teotter, the

Commander.

Shortly after, the Grand Master departed at an appropriate moment, again with the full honours and
distinction under an Arch of Steel provided superbly by our new friends from Northumberland.




The day paid witness to sevefibts, the first time Pilgrims No. 5 have had a visitletegation from
England, the first time the Preceptory has welcomed the Grand Master under a full arch of steel, and
the fist time the Preceptory has hosted a contingent from an English Provitraa®

BodyguardThe meeting over, the home team paid host with an impromptu BBQ held in Vlotho by
kind invitation of Loni, R.E.Kt. Sh@peloved partner, after which, all-raustered in Herfor@ Stadt

to soak up the ambience and sip cool beers urttierparasols with temperatures reaching 35C.

The visit was deemed to have been such a huge success, plans are already being hatched to do
similar next year and for members of Pilgrims No. 5 to pay a visit to Northumberland in May 2024.

4 - Back, Ir: Kt's Wayne Nuttall and Paul Baker; Middie, E.Kt. Steve Ranson, E.Kt. Kevin Mowson, Kt. Dave Nuttall;
Front kr: Kt. Paul McKay, Kt. Scott Hunter, Kt's Paul Johnson & Craig Lilley

And, in Sussex...

Yet another momentous occasion in the history of Knight Templar in Sussex, celebrating the 150th
anniversary of the first Malta meeting of The De Warenne Preceptory No. 126 of Knights Templar.

Consecrated on 18 January 1873 as the De Warenne Encamgimeese¢ond K.T. unit consecrated
in Sussex), it was probably the last unit to be Warranted in this style before changing from an
Encampment to a Preceptory.



The Preceptor® second meeting was a Malta meeting held onfiéh July 1873 with eight

canddates to be made Knights of Malta and that is what was being celebrated in such fine style with
four new Knights being received into the Order of Malta in a great ceremony and produced by a
combination of De Warrene No. 126 and Thornton No. 208, which inett at Brighton Masonic

Centre (the HQ of Sussex Masonry),on subsequent days and have over the years formed a very
strong bond.

In its sesquicentennial year the members of the Preceptory elected the Past Provincial Prior R.E.Kt.
Toby Pratt, K.C.T., asetlEminent Preceptor/ Eminent Prior.

Tony Padiey
11 July 2023 18:52

The Provincial Prior, R.E.Kt. Colin Dann, accompanied by his Bodyguard and Provincial Officers, were
also in attendance to mark this unique occasion in the history of both the Preceptory and the
Province.

Yet anothemilestone for K.T. masonry in Sussex with much more to follow in September.

With thanks to E.Kt. Tan Rusby, Prov:Bribr; photo's courtesy of Knight Tony Padley




Tony Padiey
11 July 2023 20:04

A cryptic trip to Southend

On Thursday, 6 July a delegation from Surrey droveddbe M25 to Southen@n-Sea to attend the
Annual Meeting of the District Grand Council of Essex. The meeting was held at the Saxon Hall, which
is a lovely Masonic Centre in the middle of an industrial estate.

There to check us in with a big smile wad.€dmp. Brian Hithersay the District Grand Recorder, and
Deputy District Grand Master Designate.



We received a very warm welcome from the District Grand Master, R.lIIl.Comp. Bob Potts and the
Companions of Essex.




And Heads of other Orders in Essex.



Present at the meeting was R.IlIl.Comp. John Jacobson, Past District Grand Master of Essex, who was
warmly welcomed by R.1Il.Comp. Bob Potts.

The Companions gathered in the Temple to receive a briefing from the District Grand Director of
Ceremonies Desigte, [I.Comp Michael West.
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The meeting was then called to order to receive the Heads of other Orders in Essex.



The Companions were again called to Order to receive the District Grand Master wheckttter
Temple in procession, accompanied by the Provincial Grand Officers of the Year.

District Grand Council was opened and the District Grand Master was saluted. The District Grand
Master welcomed the honoured guests of the District and other Distgigad Companions.

After the regular business of District Grand Council had been concluded, the District Grand Master
was pleased to appoint, obligate, invest, and install V.Ill.Comp. Brian William Hithersay, P.G.Lect., as
Deputy District Grand Master, drll. Comp. Donald Christopher Smith, P.G.Cond.C., as Principal
Conductor of the Work.



The District Grand Master then appointed and invested his Officers.

The District Grand Master addressed District Grand Council. He thanked all the guests for attending
to support the District and thanked them for their hospitality when he and his team visited their
Districts. He said that after four years as District Giisliadter it was time to make changes to the
District Team, which gives others an opportunity to take on key roles.

He thanked all his Officers for their support over the past ydime candidates had joined the Order
over the past year and a similar nunrtagre in the pipeline to joinThe District is in good heart.

He then announced 8400 donation to the Provincial Grand Master of the Mark Province of Essex,
Terry Sheern, for his Wing Walk in support of the Mark 2030 MBF Festival.

District Grand Courilovas closed in due form and the Right Illustrious District Grand Master retired
in procession.



The delegation from Surrey had a most enjoyable afternoon.






We were then invited to a drinks reception where we had another opportunity to catch up with old
friends.




The Companions of the Province of London and their guests retired to enjoy a convivial meal
together.




The Companions on the Recor@table thanked V.1Il.Comp. Brian Hithersay for continuing with the
tradition of providing port at their table.

With thanks to Ill.Comp. Chris Eley, P.G.Swd.B.

Postcards from Kuala Lumpur

https://sway.office.com/kDD9wWAN7wp9BbDkv#content=enX8fkqKoZIkdM

The video above is a collection of shots from a very successful visit by the Grand Master of our Royal
and Select Masters, M.IIl.Comp. Kessick John Jones, IX, to the Grand Council of South East Asia. This
'‘Daughter' Grand Council had kindly extendbd tnvitation to our Grand Master so that he could be

the Consecrating Officer of a new Council, The Kessick John Jones Council, named in his honour.


https://sway.office.com/kDD9wAN7wp9BbDkv#content=enX8fkqKoZlkdM

He was accompanied on the trip by R.lIlIl.Comp. Paul Norman, IX, G.P.C.W., acting as G.D.C., and
R.1ll.CompJohn Prizeman, P.G.Chan., who, of course, is our Pro Grand Master in the Mark and who
was along for the visit as the team had also been invited to attend the meeting the following day of
the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of South East Asia.

Though seprated by thousands of miles of land and water, the bonds shared by Companions and
Brethren of these Orders are strong and it was easy for representatives from all parties to slip into
easy and relaxed conviviality.

We look forward to welcoming the teafrom the Grand Council of South East Asia to the English
Grand Council's 150th Anniversary celebration in London on 3 October.



The Order of the Secret Monitor Province of Cheshire and North
Wales

The O.S.M. Province of Cheshire and North Wales heldnheal Provincial Grand Conclave
meeting on Wednesday, 21 June, 2023.



The meeting was also a celebration of the first year in charge by Right Worthy Brother Tony Stringer
the Provincial Grand Supreme Ruler, and his Deputy, Worthy Brother Paul Burtoregh@bove).

It was a very well attended meeting with many other Provinces represented, including eight visiting
Provincial Grand Supreme Rulers, Deputies and other Distinguished Guests.

These were all warmly welcomed by the Prov.G.S.R. and members of the Province.

5- A sextet of Prov.G.S.R.s enjoying each dghesmpany.

Following the opening, the assembly reflected upon those members lost during the year, led by
R.Wy.Bro. Tony Stringer who gave a touching recollection of R.Wy.Bro. James McKeeman, who was
Provincial Grand Supreme Ruler between 2003 and 2008.

The Prov.G.S.khen introduced the visitors to the Province, including R.Wy.Bro. Mike le Conte, who
had travelled from the Channel Islands, W.Bro. Martyn Greene, Dep.Prov.G.S.R. from East Scotland,
and Gavin McNab representing West Scotland.

He also made special menti@f Wy.Bro. David Williams, Deputy Grand Superintendent from the
Royal Arch Chapter; Gary Horstman, Provincial Grand Master for the Mark and Royal Ark Mariners;
Bob Jordan, Deputy Provincial Grand Summus for the Scarlet Cord; and Brian Williams, Deputy
District Grand Prefect for Cheshire & North Wales Allied Degrees.



