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Welcome to your news and information update for the 'Companion Orders of Freemasonry' 

administered from Mark Masons' Hall, 86 St James's Street. 

This bulletin is emailed only to those who use the free subscription service. 

Please share this content with your fellow Brethren by forwarding this email or let them know 

that it's available on the MMH website. 

If you don't currently receive this email directly but would like to subscribe please email 

communications@mmh.org.uk    

Companion Orders Diary 

 

Below are some upcoming dates of events for our Grand teams in their respective Orders. 

You can find the calendar of the regular annual meetings of our Orders further down this newsletter. 

 
Thursday, 11 May - K.T. Installation of E.Kt. Roger Langdon Smith, P.Gt.St.B.(B.), as Provincial Prior 

for Essex 

https://www.markmasonshall.org/
mailto:communications@mmh.org.uk


Saturday, 13 May - Mark Installation of W.Bro. Peter Furness, P.A.G.D.C., as Provincial Grand Master 

for Cornwall 

Saturday, 13 May - O.S.M. Installation of Wy.Bro. Dennis Andrew Freshwater, P.A.G.D.C., as 

Provincial Grand Supreme Ruler for Warwickshire 

Wednesday, 17 May - K.T. Annual Chapter of Great Priory, Freemasons' Hall 

Tuesday, 13 June - Mark Grand Lodge June Investiture meeting, Freemasons' Hall 

Saturday, 24 June - Mark Installation of W.Bro. John David Sowerby, P.A.G.D.C., as Provincial Grand 

Master for Northampton, Huntingdon & Bedford 

Saturday, 1 July - MBF Festival 2023 West Yorkshire - Harrogate 

Saturday 1 July - R.C.C. Installation of V.Ill.Kt. Joseph Ebenezer Sudhakar, P.G.H.Alm., as Intendant-

General for Cumbria 

Thursday, 13 July - S.C. Consecration of Vale of Pickering Consistory No. 144, Province of North and 

East Yorkshire 

Tuesday, 5 September - S.C. Consecration of King Arthur Consistory No. 143, Province of Somerset 

and Dorset 

Tuesday, 3 October - R.S.M. Celebratory meeting of the Sesquicentenary of Grand Council, 

Freemasons' Hall 



As London prepares for the Coronation... 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 



 



 



 

 
Views from around Mark Masons' Hall and St James's Street, with thanks to Darren Coleman-Heald, 

Charities Manager. 

Scarlet Cord Grand Senatus plus 4th and 5th Grade Conferrals 

 



 
It's been a busy week in the Scarlet Cord with the Most Distinguished Grand Summus and his team 

engaged in Wednesday's conferrals of the 4th and 5th Grades, followed on Thursday by the Annual 

Convocation of Grand Senatus, all held at Mark Masons' Hall. 

First up was the 5th Grade Conferral with 35 Candidates in attendance to receive the Grade in 

recognition of their continuing devoted service to the Order. 

A buffet lunch was served before the Conferral team returned to the Grand Temple to receive a 

further 69 Candidates ready to be admitted to the 4th Grade, another award of merit for service to 

the Order. 

 

 
The two ceremonies successfully completed, the Grand Summus and his Officers quickly had to turn 

their attentions to Thursday's meeting of Grand Senatus. 

This saw the Grand Temple filled to capacity with representatives from across the Constitution 

worldwide. 

Following the initial items of business, the Deputy Grand Summus, R.Dist.Comp. Francis Charles 

Spencer, proposed the re-election of Ian Stanley Currans as Grand Summus. This was seconded by 

the President of the Executive Committee, R.Dist.Comp. Trevor Currans. The proposition was 

confirmed with acclamation from the Companions present and the Grand Summus was duly 

Proclaimed by the Grand Director of Ceremonies, Phillip Purves. 

The Grand Summus then announced he would be re-appointing first, R.Dist.Comp. Francis Charles 

Spencer as Deputy Grand Summus, and then R.Dist.Comp. Howard Saul Markham as Assistant Grand 

Summus. 

 



 
These re-appointments having been announced and Proclaimed, it was time to appoint and invest 

the other active Grand Officers of the year, followed by those receiving Promotion in, or 

appointment to, Grand Rank. 

After the last recipient had been invested the Grand Recorder announced that this completed the 

appointment and investiture of the Officers. But the Grand Summus had a surprise in store as he 

turned to the newly appointed Grand Episcopus, R.Dist.Comp. Charles Aspinell. The Grand Summus 

explained to the Companions that though it was unconventional for a Past Assistant Grand Summus 

to be appointed to a lower active Grand Rank, R.Dist.Comp. Charles had been very pleased to accept 

the offer and was looking forward to fulfilling the considerable duties required. In recognition of this 

typical willingness to serve, the Grand Summus was delighted to confer on R.Dist.Comp. Charles the 

Rank of Past Deputy Grand Summus. This was greeted with warm applause from all present. 

Following further items of business, the Grand Summus took the opportunity to address Grand 

Senatus. 

He highlighted the growth of the Order, now at its largest membership number ever, and the 

importance of our Companions also continuing their activity in the Order of the Secret Monitor as 

our recruiting ground. 

He went on to greet all the Provincial and District Grand Summi he had the pleasure of appointing 

since the last Convocation, and the Grand Inspector for the Inspectorate of France, where the team 

had enjoyed their visit last October. 

The Scarlet Cord has seen considerable growth in the last twelve months and there are already a 

number of Consecrations planned in the next six months, as well as a return visit to France. 

The heads of other Orders were then welcomed, as were visitors from overseas. 

Finally, there were thank you's to the Grand Recorder and the Secretariat at MMH, the G.D.C. and 

his ceremonial team, and, most importantly, all those who make the Order work, whether at 

Consistory, Provincial/District, or Grand level. 

M.Dist.Comp. Ian expressed his gratitude to everyone in these categories for helping keep the Order 

strong and vibrant. 

There being no further business, Grand Senatus was closed and Companions retired to refreshment 

where, after three very successful meetings, the Grand Summus and his team were finally able to 

relax and reflect on a job well done. 

You can find a gallery of photographs from Grand Senatus Here, and from the 4th grade Conferral 

Here, courtesy of Dist.Comp., Chris Eley.  

https://sway.office.com/1JBFwldB3BkLKNUr?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/at79Sd4b6IgVSi4P?ref=Link


 

In a corner of the Cheshire Universe, not so far away... 

 

 
On what has become known in pop culture as άInternational Star Wars Dayέ (May the fourth), Mark 

Provincial Grand Master Gary Horstman, together with a small battalion of Provincial άstormtroopersέ 

attended the Stayley Mark in Hyde, to witness the Installation of the Craft Provincial Grand Master, 

David Dyson into the chair of Stayley Mark Lodge. 

The Ceremony was well conducted, and  R.W.Bro. Gary congratulated W.Bro. David on attaining the 

chair, and also took the opportunity to thank him for the close working relationship that was now 

steadily growing between our respective Orders. 

Whilst it was an excellent night, sadly it made for a pretty poor film script, with only friendship and 

support being displayed, and no exciting lightsaber duels etc- but at least the Masonic light shines 

brightly forth across the Province of Cheshire and beyond. 

To be continued ... 



 

 

 

Taking a break from ceremonial duties, Assistant Provincial Grand Master John Miller was pleased to 

take part in this interview with members of the Province of Cheshire: 



 

 
Q, You have been in office as the Assistant Provincial Grand Master for close on a year now, and 

appointment that took a lot of people by surprise.  

Can you recall how your appointment came about? 

A, to be honest I was as surprised as everyone else when I first received the call from our PGM, and I 

recall it was quite a long conversation. He firstly advised me that the former APGM had decided to 

step down and asked me if I would consider taking that role on, which was a bit of a shock in many 

respects. However, we chatted through what the role involved, the Challenges ahead, the levels of 

commitment required (both time and indeed financial) and he asked me to consider it. 

To be honest it was the challenge of the role and the work ahead which was the main attraction, and 

I was pleased to embrace that challenge, and the opportunity of being involved with the new 

initiatives, and to give the role my best shot. 

Q, how are you finding it so far? 

A, one of the very first things I realised is there is no manual with the role, and the learning curve is 

quite steep! However, I have enjoyed great support from the Provincial team and Past Leaders and 

have been well received by all our Mark and RAM lodges. 

ItΩs also been great to enjoy a level of autonomy in the decision-making process, and of course very 

interesting to be involved in leadership initiatives, discussions and indeed decisions. 

Q, Despite being the Deputy Festival Chairman, which I imagine takes up a fair amount of time, you 

are also involved in the various membership drives- How did that come about, and how do you 

manage this as well as your other duties? 



A, to be honest I have worked closely with our Provincial Grand Master in the past, so I know that we 

are both of a similar outlook. We all work closely with the provincial Team and encourage them to 

take on a role or aspect, without overloading them, and itΩs this coordinated approach which greatly 

helps when we manage the various aspects we are steadily working on. 

On the Festival of course our Chairman Steve Simpson and I again work closely, and we are similarly 

working with the festival team to ensure that our final year of Fundraising is as successful as it 

deserves to be for the 2024 Festival, and that the team works well together. 

The Membership initiative really sprang from the work started when I was asked if I could look into 

the future of and assist in saving Fidelity mark nr 31, one of our oldest lodges, but who were 

struggling post pandemic with members. 

I set about this, meeting the Lodge (establishing their desire to work with us) and we managed to 

find four or five local joining members, who for whatever reason had left the Mark in recent years, 

but who have since joined. 

Fidelity has recently advanced its first new member in a few years, and is shortly holding an Open-

Door meeting, with a view to introducing the mark degree to suitable potential candidates, so has in 

many respects turned the corner and is now again sustainable going forward. 

Shortly after taking over as APGM, we recognised the need for a new membership strategy and 

approach, aimed to maintain sustainability of our existing Lodges, and so the idea of creating a team 

for that purpose was born. 

Q, you mention the Open-Door Meetings- what are they, and how do they differ from the previous 

Friendship meetings? 

A, having appointed a small select team to assist, which ultimately is now headed by Russ Dodd, we 

firstly looked at the friendship meeting presentation, which was to be fair over 20 years old, and 

whilst in its day was a very successful document and approach, was we felt a little dated and in need 

of review, but equally we looked at how a presentation is delivered. 

In the past this was largely left to the individual Lodges to present, which from experience had 

varying results, and we decided that a more hybrid approach should be used, with a Provincial team 

working with the Lodge officers to between them undertake the demonstration, the idea being that 

a more polished result would be achieved. 

The actual Open-door document was produced by Russ Dodd, Keith Evans and Graeme Sambrook, 

and with the additional members including Simon Wall, Simon Porter, and Derek Scott, the core 

demonstration team was born. 

It was trialled at Dukinfield Mark (whom had approached us for help again with low numbers being 

their main issue) in January, the very first time our PGM and indeed new Deputy had seen it, to great 

success, with all 7 of the none Mark Masons attending having since been advanced into various 

Mark Lodges (albeit one or two ended up in East LancΩs!). 

The evening also featured a άfunέ festive board, in that case an old English Night, ran by Peter 

Conroy, and the emphasis was not on a hard sell- more on an increased awareness with the 

potential candidate sat next to their potential sponsor, to ask any questions and enjoy themselves. 

Although Dukinfield didnΩt immediately pick up any new candidates from that meeting, two who had 

joined in our neighbouring province have now applied to join, and they IΩm informed they in turn will 



be proposing a further two new members for advancement at the next meeting, with the application 

forms already in hand. 

The emphasis of the open door is about providing the information in a relaxed and fun way, 

including an enjoyable festive board, with no άhard sellέ as such- itΩs more about the potential 

candidate enjoying themselves, and engaging in the άfind out moreέ conversation, and making their 

own mind up. 

Q, you mentioned Dukinfield Mark, and of course there is I understand a new RAM being 

Consecrated soon, the Benjamin Addy Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners. Can you tell me how that came 

about? 

A, when we were looking into the sustainability of Dukinfield, we also noted that Ashton and District 

Mark (who also meet in the same Hall) equally had a smaller than average number of members, 

about half of whom where members of RAM degree, but in our neighbouring Province, and not 

Cheshire. 

Seeing how successful a RAM that meets on the same evening, immediately before the Mark Lodge 

can be- with time and financial savings for our brethren who are still working (two meetings 1 meal) 

we looked into the feasibility of introducing a RAM to that Hall, meeting in rotation before the two 

Mark lodges, which of course would hopefully boost attendance- which certainly works for other 

Lodges across the Province. 

Having initially discussing the idea with Bill Emery from Dukinfield, he approach Ashton and District, 

and uncovered a great level of support to consecrate a new RAM lodge between them, and so far 

IΩm aware that they have 27 founders who have been included in the application, and 7 prospective 

candidates for Elevation, so fingers crossed, the team looking after this, which includes Bill, Barrie 

Sant and Steve Headdock, will be successful in their submission, with a potential consecration date 

hopefully, all things being equal, early in 2024.  

Q, can elaborate on the άMagic of the Markέ and Travelling Maul initiatives? 

A, the Magic of the Mark was a national initiative introduced by Grand Mark, but with each Province 

able to put its own introduction and indeed identity to it. 

The aim is to increase positive awareness of our Order, and from that increase our numbers, and the 

material or medium we are using is of course the trifold leaflets, which should now be available at 

each of our Masonic Halls and the business cards with QR codes directing the recipient to Magic of 

the Mark video. 

We ask our members to pass these to none Mark members, so they may find out more or start the 

conversation. 

The Travelling Maul initiative is really a revisit to the similar idea of the Travelling Ashlar, but with a 

slight difference. When the maul is claimed, it attends the claiming Lodges next meeting, 

accompanied by one of the Provisional Leaders, and several acting provincial officers, which 

hopefully may make it an even more interesting meeting for the new candidate(s). 

However, to ensure there are no diary clashes, the Maul claim can be pre-booked, by emailing us 

and we can then advise the when and where the claim can be made and commit to attending the 

advancement or elevation at your Cheshire lodge. 

Q, so what is an Adoniram Nugget? 



A, this is essentially a small presentation of about 10 minutes which can be delivered in a Royal Arch 

Chapter for the Companions, giving them information about our friendly degree - again something 

that comes under our membership team, who can be reached by email. 

Q, apart from the 2024 Festival, what else are you currently working on? 

A, that would be telling! On the membership front we will continue to look at taking the Open door 

and Adoniram Nuggets across the province, with the Open-door meetings ideally hosted by a Mark 

Lodge that needs a bit of a membership boost. 

We are also of course looking to retention of our existing members, and support promotion for the 

Royal Ark mariner degree, something we aim to introduce after the summer break. 

From a festival perspective IΩm working with the team to ensure the MMH challenge goes without a 

hitch, and that we have a full suitable list of events for the final year of our Festival. 

Beyond that we are of course still quite busy visiting and supporting lodges across the province until 

the Summer, I almost said break, but behind the scenes we will be working hard for next season.  

Of course, our immediate focus remains the sesquicentenary celebrations in June and looking 

further ahead to the culmination of the 2024 festival, at the banquet planned at the Concord suite in 

Manchester Airport, in July of that year (details to follow).  

Q, have you got a message or anything you would like to say to our brethren? 

A, IΩd like to thank them for their help and support that we have received and hope that continues. 

We are seeing a lot of advancements and indeed elevations across our province, and although the 

information is of course very much a moving target and wonΩt be available until mid-summer, the 

trend is one of small steady growth, something we all need to work to maintain if we can. 

However, I was reminded a few weeks back that perhaps one of the most important things we can 

all do, is to contact any members that we havenΩt seen in our lodges recently, and just see if they are 

ok, and invite them back along to a meeting. 

 Of course, post pandemic we will see a number of members who may still be cautious about 

returning, and if we are not careful they may not return at all, if we donΩt maintain that contact. 

As an order, we pride ourselves as being the friendly degree, so surely, we should all look to keep in 

friendly contact with those members and even past members we havenΩt seen for a while, and 

perhaps remind them about how much they enjoyed our lodges. 

As a member of the provincial team, I look forward to continuing to the visit and support our Mark 

and Ram Lodges across the Province, and to enjoy the company of the Cheshire Brethren when we 

can. 



Knights Templar Church Service held at a well-filled Margam Abbey 

 

 
On Sunday, 23 April 2023, the Provincial Church Service of the Province of Monmouth and South 

Wales of the United Religious Military and Masonic Order of the Temple (Knights Templar) was held 

at Margam Abbey. 

R.E.Kt. Rev. Malcolm C.G. Lane, K.C.T., who is both the Great Prelate of the United Orders and the 

Provincial Prelate of the Province of Monmouth and South Wales, presided over the Service in the 

Margam Abbey Church which was full with Members of the Order in their K.T. Regalia, their relatives 

and friends. 

The Service was held in the presence of the Provincial Prior, R.E.Kt. Dr Paul Calderwood, and the 

Provincial Sub-Prior, E.Kt. Richard Phillips, who were accompanied by Right Eminent Kt. Dr Viv 

Thomas, K.C.T., Most Eminent and Reverend Grand Master of the Order of Knights Beneficent of the 

Holy City of the Rectified Scottish Rite of England and Wales. 

Under the supervision of E.Kt. Carl Davies, Deputy Great Marshal and Provincial Marshal, the 

Provincial PriorΩs Bodyguard provided an Honour Guard as the Banners of the Preceptories within 

the Province were paraded into the Church, carried by their Preceptory Banner Bearers and 

accompanied by their Eminent Preceptors, followed by the Provincial Party, Great Officers and 

Distinguished Guests. 

The Banners were blessed by the Provincial Prelate before being located in their order around the 

doors to the church during the ceremony. 

The Provincial Prior welcomed everyone to the service and expressed his thanks to all for their 

presence and support. 

The Provincial Prelate conducted the ceremony and gave a very thoughtful and encouraging eulogy 

before closing the service. 

The Banners, followed by the Provincial Party, then paraded out of the church through the Honour 

Guard of the Provincial PriorΩs Bodyguard before forming an Honour Guard for all the relatives and 

guests as they were leaving the church. 

With thanks to E.Kt. Chris Mugford Prov.Swd.B., Province of Monmouth and South Wales. 

Photos by Kt. A.R. Davies (Fforest Preceptory No. 582) and Ms. Bev Gulley (Margam Abbey Church) 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 

 



 

Cumba Preceptory No. 476 

 

 
Cumba Preceptory No. 476, in the Province of Somerset staged a Charity Luncheon, held in aid of 

The Jerusalem Eye Hospital and Somerset Sight. 

Following a number of successful social events held to celebrate Somerset ProvinceΩs 175th 

Anniversary, Cumba Preceptory No.476 in Crewkerne decided earlier this year to hold a Charity 

Burns Luncheon at a near-by and popular meeting place, the ΨMedieval style BarnΩ at  Haslebury Mill, 

Haselbury Pluncket, Somerset. This initiative was coordinated by a social subcommittee comprising 

of E.Kts. Alan McMurray, Jim McNally, Clive Sanders and John Bateman. 

The venue was quite appropriate, especially as the Preceptory takes its name from Cumba or Combe 

(now Templecombe) the site of the old Preceptory or άMedievalέ Commandery in Somerset of the 

Knights Templar (11851313) and later the Knights Hospitaller (1313-1540). 



To say the event was a success would be an understatement. With the assistance of Bro. Graham 

McKenzieςGreen (a local Craft Lodge member and true Scotsman) many Knights and guests were 

treated to a splendid occasion, of fine food, flute and bagpipe playing, an impassioned address to 

the Haggis and superb recitals of selected ΨRabbieΩ Burns poems. 

 

 
To top the proceedings the Raffle held raised a substantial sum not only for our own Knight Templar 

Masonic charity ς the St. John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital https://www.stjohneyehospital.org/  - but 

also for a local charity, ΨSomerset SightΩ - Working with people who lack sight not vision. Details of 

which can be found via this link https://www.somersetsight.org.uk/ 

Prior to the raffle a detailed explanation of the work of the two Charities was given. The Somerset 

Swift sculpture, given by the Eye Hospital, in recognition of a previous donation of £5,000.00 to the 

Eye Hospital by the Province was also proudly displayed. At the end of the proceedings a Guest, who 

was so swayed by the passion shown by our presentations, approached the committee members 

and the Right Eminent Provincial Prior. He outlined how he had identified a link with his own familyΩs 

sight problems and connections with Masonry and the Masonic Knights Templars Order. He 

immediately pledged a very generous donation of £6,000.00 in addition to the £400.00 already 

raised.  Subsequently it was agreed that this final amount should be divided equally between the St 

John Eye Hospital Group and Somerset Sight and that a delegation of Knights from Cumba, including 

the PreceptoryΩs main benefactor, should make a personal visit to the local Charity, Head Office in  

Taunton. 

Thus, on Wednesday, 19 April the visit was made and the amazing work undertaken by Somerset 

Sights was reinforced when the Knights met staff and volunteers and were invited to view and test 

the many visual aids available and to find out more on the bespoke help provided to people with 

visual impairment in Somerset. 

This inspirational visit to such a worthwhile organisation concluded in fine form with tea and 

homemade cake provided by the CharityΩs dynamic CEO ς Jackie Sopwith. 

https://www.stjohneyehospital.org/
https://www.stjohneyehospital.org/
https://www.somersetsight.org.uk/


 

 
However, it became clear that ΨSomerset SightΩ are the only local charity providing such crucial and 

necessary support. Following the presentation of the PreceptoryΩs cheque, by the Right Eminent 

Provincial Prior it was acknowledged such a donation would make a R.E.Kt. Paul Davis (Provincial 

Prior for Somerset) significant difference to the CharityΩs fundraising. 

 

 
In conclusion, the Knights of Somerset who visited were so inspired to such an extent that the 

Cumba Preceptory are keen to continue supporting Somerset Sight and the sub-committee are 

considering further initiatives that may assist the CEO and her team ς so watch this space and the 

'Knights for Sight'. 



Knights of the Vision Beautiful round-up 

 

 
A Knight of the Vision Beautiful shows his Eminence 

On Thursday, 27 April 2023 Faith Preceptory No. 13 held its installation meeting in Baildon Masonic 

Hall in West Yorkshire. For those of you that are members of Knights Templar, this is a more than 

two-hundred-year-old Preceptory with some wonderful traditions dating back to the early days of 

our modern Order. The Eminent Preceptor, E.Kt. Mark Christensen, was Installed in an exemplary 

manner by the Installing Preceptor and warmly greeted by the Knights of his Preceptory. 



 

 
Mark is a ΨKnight of the Vision BeautifulΩ, raising vital funds for the St John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital, 

by taking part in their relays in recent years. In his case this has involved rowing and cold open water 

swimming! 

Mark had yet to be invested with his Team Vest and socksΧ so the Captain of the Team took the 

opportunity to spend some time in lovely Yorkshire (training for his own challenges) before 

attending this daylight meeting to formally investing Mark under any other business. He brought 

many congratulations and thanks from the Knights of the Vision Beautiful and the Eye Hospital.  



 

 
On to Bladud Preceptory No. 40 

Faith Preceptory meeting at 11:00Χ the Captain of the Knights of the Vision Beautiful never claiming 

to be saneΧ his wife, being an excellent driver, very understanding and a member of the TeamΧ* 

she immediately drove him 226 miles to Bath, Somerset in order to attend a meeting of Bladud 

Preceptory No. 40. 



 

 



 



 



 

 
*There have in fact been Dames of the Vision Beautiful  

The Preceptory enjoyed an excellent meeting, welcoming a deputation from Exmoor Preceptory No. 

638 presenting the Somerset Sword of Chivalry. This is an initiative to promote visiting and chivalric 

fraternity established by the late Provincial Prior for Somerset, Right Eminent Knight Barry Burridge, 

K.C.T. More information is available on the Provincial Priory website 

https://somersetkt.org.uk/swordofchivalry.html 


