Freemasonry@86 New28 April 2023

Welcome to your news and information update for the '‘Companion Orders of Freemasonry'
administered from Mark Masons' Hall, 86 St James's Street.

This bulletin is emailed only to those who use the free subscription service.

Please share this content with yo fellow Brethren by forwarding this email or let them know
that it's available on theMMH website

If you don't currently receive this email directly but would like to bacribe please email
communications@mmbh.org.uk

Companion Orders Diary

Below are some upcoming dates of events for our Grand teams in their respective Orders.

You carfind the calendar of the regular annual meetings of our Orders further down this newsletter.

Wednesday, 3 May S.CConferral of 4th and 5th Grades, M.M.H.

Thursday, 4 May S.CAnnual Convocation of Grand Senatus, M.M.H.


https://www.markmasonshall.org/
mailto:communications@mmh.org.uk

Thursday, 11 May K.T.Instalkation of E.Kt. Roger Langdon Smith, P.Gt.St.B.(B.), as Provincial Prior
for Essex

Saturday, 13 May Mark Installation of W.Bro. Peter Furness, P.A.G.D.C., as Provincial Grand Master
for Cornwall

Saturday, 13 May O.S.M.Installation of Wy.Bro. Dennis Aralv Freshwater, P.A.G.D.C., as
Provincial Grand Supreme Ruler for Warwickshire

Wednesday, 17 May K.T.Annual Chapter of Great Priory, Freemasons' Hall

Saturday, 24 JuneMark Installation of W.Bro. John David Sowerby, P.A.G.D.C., as Provincial Grand
Mager for Northampton, Huntingdon & Bedford

Saturday, 1 July MBFFestival 2023 West Yorkshirelarrogate

Saturday 1 July R.C.Clnstallation of V.1Il.Kt. Joseph Ebenezer Sudhakar, P.G.H.Alm., as Intendant
General for Cumbria

Tuesday, 5 SeptemberS.CConsecration of King Arthur Consistory No. 143, Province of Somerset
and Dorset

Tuesday, 3 OctoberR.S.M. Celebratory meeting of the Sesquicentenary of Grand Council,
Freemasons' Hall

Under one banner
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Thursday, 20 April, was an important milestonehia history of the Mark Provincial Grand Lodge of
Northampton, Huntingdon and Bedford. At the meeting of the Stuart Lodge of Mark Master Masons,
the Provincial Banner was dedicated, marking another significant landmark in the drive to unite us
into one hapy Masonic family.

The ceremony took place at The Keep, the historic building which is the centre of Masonry in
Bedford and was attended by over seventy Mark Masons from all parts of our Province. The
Provincial Grand Master, R.W.Bro. Robert Stokes, accompanied by thecRioReputy Grand

Master, W.Bro. David Sowerby; W.Bro. David Snape, the Provincial Assistant Grand Master; and a
bevy of Provincial Grand Officers, joined the Brethren of Stuart Lodge and their guests to be part of
a wonderful evening.



1 - Members of the Provincial team and Stuart Lodge

The dedication of the Banner was conducted by V.W.Bro. Revd Alan Avery with his usual eloquence
during which he referred to the traditional use of banners throughout history as a rallying point;
function which the new banner will fulfil for many years . The Banner was bright and contained
emblems of the three Counties which make up the Province but all were united in one design
(shown, top).

The Provincial Grand Master delivered a carefully posed address to the Brethren, marking the
progress which the Province had made since it was constituted in November 2021. There had been
bumps along the road but this event, perhaps the most important other than Provincial Grand Lodge
Meetings, was a sigiost to past and present progress in promoting the unity of our Province. He
therefore requested that it was now appropriate that the only ties which should be worn at Mark
Lodge and Provincial meetings by members of Northampton, Huntingdon and Bedfdkchivth

Royal Ark Lodges should be the Provincial tie or a black tie. This will further unite us all and
encourage us to look to the future and not to the past..

2 - Grand and Provincial Grand Officers

Another important event was the arrival of the Provincial Key Stone escorted by a record nine
representatives from the Fitzwilliam Lodge of M.M.M. No. 477, based in Ellindon. The Keystone was
originally a feature of th old Bedfordshire Mark Province and has been adopted by our new

Province as a way of uniting and building relationships between the Lodges.



6 - Sharing experinces



8 - BrotherlyLove

The Meeting required a great deal of organisation and our thanks go to V.W.Bro. Geoff Stone,

Secretary of Stuart Lodge; and W.Bro. Keith Hewitt, Provincial Grand Secretary; and all those who
made the evening such a great success.

With thanks to W.By. David M. Snape, P.G.S.D., Assistant Provincial Grand Master
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9- Thirsty work



Under the hammer

Seventy anxious bidders attended the Beneventa Lodge of Mark Master Masons No. 1486 in
Daventry to participate in th&uction of Promis@vhich was held for the benefit of charity on
Saturday, 22 April. The Auction catalogue had over fifty items onwfieh ranged from having a
meal cooked, served, and cleared away, for six people; a chauffeur driven limousine to a place of
interest; signed Formula 1 Racing print; Beryl Cook framed prints; and an extensive range of
alcoholic beverages. All have beenrdiyegiven to support the Lod@echaritable efforts.

The Auctioneer was W.Bro. Malcolm Payne, the Lodge Secretary, who had done much to organise
the very successful evening.

Picture, top, the Auctioneer, with W.Bro. Robin Cusworth on his right; Mrs Jame & W.Bro.
David Sowerby on his left; with W.Bro. Graham Ballinger, our Barman for the evening

Each Lot was displayed by torteitQW.Bro. Robin Hitchcock, with a brief description of what it
was, and bidders were keen to win them. All of the loesevbought and W.Bro. Robin Hitchcock
brought them to the winning bidd@& table.




10- A full set of Peter Jam&sooks featuring the Detectividsrac&€being displayed by W.Bro. Robin Hitchcock, ‘®herter'

Midway through the Aation, the bidders were treated to an excellent fish and chip supper and the
odd libation.

12-Can | have a slice?

One lucky bidder was W.Bro. David Sowerby, the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, who placed the
winning bid and was able to take home a delicious fruit cake to the envy of W.Bro. David Snape,

Assistant Provincial Grand Master.
L by

13- The team, L to R: W.Bro. John Starley and his partner Leslie who acted as bankers; Mrs and W.Bro. Robin Cutsforth
who presided; W.Bro. Malcolm Payne, the auctioneer, and his wife Jane



The Beneventa Lodge should be congratulated for its initiative in @iganthis event, which raised
£3,250 for charity. This sum will be divided with half being allocated to the Lodge Charity for
donations to local causes and twenty five percent each to the British Heart Foundation and the
RSPCA.

Congratulations to the orgasers, the team, the bidders (without you it wouldhappen), and the
chip shop for such and excellent, enjoyable and charitable event.

With thanks to W.Bro. David M. Snape, P.G.S.D., Assistant Provincial Grand Master

A very special evening

An Instalation is always a special event in the Masonic calendar of any Lodge but more so on this
occasion when a son Installs his father into the Chair of a prestigious Installed Mhetigs.

It was then a delight that R.W.Bro. Ryan Andrew Williams, P.G.J.W., Grand Secretary of the Mark
Order of England and Wales, was to Install his father V.W.Bro. Alun Williams, P.G.J.O., into the Chair
of the South Wales Installed Mark Mastéredge No. 120ih Bridgend at the end of March.

Both R.W.Bro. Ryan and V.W.Bro. Alun are no strangers to the Temple at Bridgend, both being
members of Dunraven Lodge of Mark Master Masons. R.W.Bro. Ryan is a past Secretary and V.W.Bro.
Alun has been Chaplain; both hayigerved the |Lodge faithfully for many years.

This particularly poignant and moving ceremony of Installation was undertaken impeccably by
R.W.Bro. Ryan and it was extremely pleasing to see the support from the Provincial Grand Master,
R.W.Bro. T.R. Einalones, who addressed the newly Installed Master. The Provincial Grand Master
was supported by the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, W.Bro. Philip W. Davies; the Assistant
Provincial Grand Master, W.Bro. Alun Howell Thomas; the Past Deputy ProvinciaMastad

V.W.Bro. Dr Paul Calderwood, and the Past Assistant Provincial Grand Master, W.Bro. Stephen
Harries; together with the Provincial Grand Secretary, W.Bro. Martin A. Jones, and other members of
the full Provincial Team.

The ceremony was concluded tvithe address to the Wardens by W.Bro. Roger Lewis, Provincial
Junior Warden; the address to the Overseers by W.Bro. John Charles, Provincial Master Overseer;
and W.Bro. Lyn Guttridge, Immediate Past Master, who addressed the Brethren.



This special nightomtinued with a festive board that was enjoyed by all, further enhancing the
distinctiveness of the occasion.

Wit thanks to W.Bro. D. Roger Lewis, Prov.G.J.W., Secretary, South Wales Installed Mark Masters
Lodge No. 1201

Pictured, top are;f, R.W.Bro. yan Williams, P.G.J.W., Grand Secretary; V.W.Bro. Alun Williams,
P.G.J.0.; and R.W.Bro. Eirian Jones, Provincial Grand Master for South Wales

Below, the South Wales Provincial Team

Recruitment continues to rise in Cheshire

On Monday, 25 April, thes&istant Provincial Grand Master, John David Miller, accompanied by
acting Provincial Officers, was pleased to attend De Tabley Lodge of M.M.M. No. 396, to witness the
advancement of Chris Chapman Roberts into the mark degree.



Chris became the fourth @didate advanced into De Tabley this season, and with another Candidate
proposed for September, and two joining members lined up for November's installation the future
looks bright for the Lodge.

14- Chris enjoying the top tablexperience



On Friday, 21 April, Hyde Royal Ark Mariner Lodge elevated Brother Bill Emery in a fine style at
Oaklands Masonic Hall.

The Lodge received assistance from Derek Scott, the Cheshire Cats support team lead, due to the
unavailability of onef the members.

Bro. Bill, who is also integral in the formation of the soon to be consecrated Benjamin Addy Lodge of
Royal Ark Mariners, based in Dukinfield, thoroughly enjoyed the ceremony and companionship of
the Brethren, and looks forward to progresgiin the Lodge.



15- Eaton Lodge advance ChesldrBOth new Mark Mason this season

On Friday, 21 April, Cheshire Prov.G.M. Gary Horstman, accompanied by a strong provincial
delegation attended Eaton Mark Lodge, to witness the advancement of Brother Paul Bent, in an
excellent ceremony performed by the Lodge.

Brother Paul, who has alwsysupported Mark charitable events, became the 50th new advancee in
the Mark in Cheshire this season, and thoroughly enjoyed the ceremony, conducted with the
travelling maul, which was then claimed by Sincerity Mark.




At the festive board, a bottle of Mark Gin was raffled, rai€ihg5, which will of course go towards
the 2024 Festival, and will be presented to the Pro Grand Master by the Lodge at the
Sesquicentenary.

With thanks to W.Bro. Peter Langley Provincial Gxamdor Deacon, Provincial Communications
Officer

Valley Lodge No 282 ~  W. Bro Stuart M. Wilkins

‘W.Bro. Douglas G. Sanderson DPGM Centre Front - R W.Bro. Barry Kirkbride, PGM W.Bro. Phillip Carruthers, APGM

The Provincial Grand Lodge Cumberland and Westmorland's eleventh annual Royal Ark Mariner
Investiture was attended by 120 Royal Ark Mariners with 11@rating the festive board. The

meeting was opened by members of Cumbria Lodge of Installed Commanders No. 1466 with W.Bro.
Robert Carruthers in the Chair. R.W.Bro. Barry Kirkbride, accompanied by the team of Acting
Provincial Officers, was then admitted.

Fdlowing the welcome to all present, R.W.Bro. Barry Kirkbride invited W.Bro. Keith Robert
Beaumont, IntendentGeneral for Cumbria in the Masonic & Military Order of the Red Cross of
Constantine, to address those present and enlighten us with an insighthietdistory and aims of
the Order.

R.W.Bro. Barry Kirkbride then spoke on the promotion ofdiagic of the Mark which includes a
leaflet and Video promotion and will hopefully enlighten Brethren about our beautiful Order.

With thanks to V W.Bro. Davikl Robinson, R.A.M.G.R.
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The Provincial Priory of Durham held its Annual Meeting on Saturday, 22 April, in a full room at
Gateshead Masonic Hall.



E.Kt. Andrew Foster the Provincial Marshal announced the processions in to the Priory under an Arch
of Steel provided by members of tiRrovincial Priors Bodyguard.

The Provincial Prior R.E.Kt. Richard Scott opened the Priory and gave everyone a warm welcome.

Those present included representatives from other Provinces including Cheshire, Derbyshire, East
Anglia, Essex, Hertfordshire, Kebancashire, Lincolnshire, London, Yorkshire North and East Ridings,
Nottingham, Oxford Berkshire and Buckinghamshire, Surrey, West Yorkshire and Worcestershire.

In attendance were leaders from other Masonic Orders including the Assistant Grand Masier of
Mark, Professor Denovan Wilson; the Provincial Grand Master of Durham for the Craft, John
Thompson; along with him were two Assistant Provincial Grand Masters, John Watts and Andrew
Foster; Order of the Scarlet Cord Provincial Summus Michael A. Jaagdd3eputy Grand Master

of the Operatives, Bill Malcolm

There then followed a requiem to those knights who has passed to the Great Priory above during the
last year.

After the investiture of the Officers and the Provincial Priors Bodyguard for the lyedtrovincial
Prior gave his address.

In it he thanked all the outgoing Officers for their support over the past years and looked forward to
the year coming with the new team.

He also gave an update on the 2025 festival reporting that a magnificent sE&2 @00 had already
been donated, and read out a letter received from the Most Eminent and Supreme Grand Master
Paul Raymond Clement thanking the Knights for their efforts raising a staggering figure.

On the 19 July 2025 a service will be held in Durhathedgal to celebrate the achievement with
more details to come on this.

The Provincial Prior completed his address by thanking all those present for attending.

Following the address, the Provincial Grand Master for Durham, John Thompson, and the Assistant
Provincial Grand Master John Watts, presented the Provincial Prior with a cheque from Durham
Benevolence fof5,000, aptly in the shape of a sword, towards the 50th Appeal, which was
gratefully received.



The festive board followed the meeting whereogbfood and company was enjoyed by all those
present.

With thanks to Kt. Robin Crosby, Provincial Communications Officer, Provincial Priory of Durham
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The Annual Meeting of the Divisional Conclave of Surrey t@aepmn Saturday, 22 April at the
Croydon and District Masonic Hall, Croydon, Suryhe meeting the Grand Sovereign, M.IIIL.Kt.
Graham Leslie Flight, installed Ill.Kt. Simon McCarthy as Intei@ameral of the Division of Surrey.

We received a warm webme on arrival.



From 9.30 am the Worthy Knights of the Division of Surrey and their guests started arriving for
coffee and bacon bultties.







As well as from Mark Msons' Hall.

The Grand Marshal and his team were busy rehearsing the cereronial



Xand the Banner procession.



Meanwhile, the Grand Sentinel was preparing the cushions bearing the robe and sceptre of the
office of IntendantGeneral.

There were many guests from other Divisions; and Orders in Surrey.




By 10.45 am everyone was seated in the Temple. The meeting was called to order to receive the
Presiding Officer, R.1Il.Kt. Roy Leavers, Past Inter@aneral for Surrey.




Divisbnal Conclave was opened in form by the Presiding Offider.Installing Officer, accompanied
by his Assisting Officers, entered in procession through an Arch of Steel formed by the Grand
Sepulchre Guard, assumed the Chair and appointed his Officers.

The Installing Officer was saluted under the direction of the Grand Marshal, after which
acknowledged the salutation and addressed the Worthy Knights on the purpose of the meeting, to
install lll.LKt. Simon McCarthy as Intend#¢neral of the Division &urrey.

The Installing Officer directed that the Conclave Standards be ranged in the West and called upon
the Grand Recorder to call the roll of Conclaves in the Division.




The Installing Officer directed the Grand Marshal to confirm that the Inten@arieral Designate is
in attendance.

The Grand Marshal and his escort retired in procession atshtered the Lodge and introduced the
IntendentGeneralDesignate.



The Installing Officer addressed the Intend@eneral Designate on the natureto$ duties and the
qualifications for the Office, then directed the Grand Recorder to read the Patent of Appointment.

After the Grand High Prelate had offered a prayer, the Intenda@beral Designate took his
Obligation and was invested and installed in the Chair by the Installing ORitéeKt. Simon
McCarthy was then proclaimed and saluted under the direction efGhand Marshal.

The Deputy Grand Marshal enquired of the Intend@wneral if it is his pleasure to appoint a
Deputy IntendantGeneral. The IntendasfBeneral announced the appointment of lll.LKt. Andrew
George SalegR P.G.St.B.(L.), as Deputy Intend@wneral and requested the Deputy Grand
Marshal to confirm that the Deputy Intendas@eneral designate was in attendance.

The Deputy Grand Marshal and his escort retired in procession aedteged the Lodge and
introduced the Deputy IntendanGeneralDesignate.




The IntendantGeneraladdressed the Deputy Intenda@eneralDesignate on the nature of his
duties and the qualifications for the Office, then directed the Grand Recorder to read the Patent of
Appointment.

After the Grand High Prelate had offered a prayee Deputy IntendanGeneral Designate took his
Obligation and was invested and installed in the Chair by the Inter@anerallll.Kt. Andrew Sales
was then proclaimed and saluted under the direction of the Deputy Grand Marshal.

The IntendanGeneral adressed the M.IIl. Grand Sovereign thanking him and his team for making
this such a special day, not only for himself but all the Worthy Knights of the Division of Steey.
M.IIl. Grand Sovereign said it was a delight to Install R.IIl.Kt. Simon aretviish, and the Worthy
Knights of the Division of Surrey every success for the fuflme.M.lll. Grand Sovereign and his
Assisting Officers retired in procession.

oo




The Grand Sepulchre Guard afterwards posed for a group photo.

The IntendantGenerd adjourned Divisional Conclave and the Deputy Intendaaneral retired
from Divisional Conclave.

Accompanied by Right lllustrious Knights and other Distinguished Guests.






...we were called into lunch...




In proposing the toast to the Most lllustrious Grand Sovereign the Intendant General thanked him
again for making this a very special day and presented him with a token of appreciation.




In thanking R.IIl.Kt. Simon, the Most Illustrious Grand Sovesaighthat he had enjoyed his visit to
Croydon and proposed the Toast to the Division of Surrey.

Divisional Conclave was reconvened by the Intendant General, wioonvet the many
representatives of other Divisions and other Masonic Orders in Surrey.



After approving the minutes of the previous meeting, those present remembered our Worthy
Knights who had passed away since the last annual meefifigr the reguar business of Divisional
Conclave had been concluded the Intend&gneral appointed and invested the Divisional Eusebius,
lIl.Kt. Nigel Harding, P.G.Chariibe Divisional Officers were then appointed and invested.

The R.IIl. IntendarGeneral appointedhe Captain and the Deputy to the Captain of the Divisional
Sepulchre Guard and received members of the Divisional Sepulchre Guard. The R.IIl. Intendant
General then welcomed those Worthy Knights who were installed in the Division since the last

meeting.

The R.IIl. IntendanGeneral addressed Divisional Conclave.

In his Address he reiterated his welcome to our Guests, some of whom have travelled great distance
to be with us.He wished he could have welcomed everyone individually, but time prevailed.



However, he was very grateful for their suppoHe was also vg pleased to see so many Surrey
Knights in attendance.

He said he had no immediate plans to interfere with our Division, but rather nurtufR.itl.Kt. Bob
Hancock had worked very hard to maintain the stability of this Division during his tenure and he
thanked him for all that he has done over the last 10 years.

He shared his vision for his future strate@iree key points, Retention, Recruitment and Stability. If
we can apply these fundamental principles our Intend&neral is certain that with odrelp we

can drive our Division onwards and upwar@se initiative being to start a Conclave of Instruction,
possibly at Surbiton, for those who need assistance with protocol and ritual.

He congratulated all those that had been promoted today, eithehittive rank, or past rank; as
well as the three first appointments in Grand Rank, Robert Bromley to Past Grand Prefect, Hugh
Everitt to Past Grand Prefect, and David Grimmer to Past GreaCVi@aberlain.Also, Ray Johnson
to Past Grand Prefect, Metrofitan Division and a promotion to Deputy Intenda@eneral, Andrew
Sales, to Past Grand High Aimon®ell done and very well deserved!

He thanked the Divisional Recorder and his team of helpers, the stand in Divisional Marshall, and
Deputy Marshall, anthe Sepulchre Guard for their assistance. Finally, he thanked R.IIl.Kt. Roy
Leavers for acting as the Presiding officer, and to us all for our support and attendance today.

The meeting was then called to order and closed in due faime. IntendariGenera) the Deputy
IntendantGeneral, Divisional Officers and Honoured Guests left the Temple in procession...

...greeting all our Honoured Guests as they retired from Divisional Conclave.



It was a long but very enjoyable day.

Article by Chris Eley and photos by Bob Tuthill and Chris Eley

Bert Farlow's fiftieth

On Thursday, 20 April, M.IIl.Kt. Graham LesighE G.C.C., paid a very welcome visit to Blackham
Conclave No. 160 of the R.C.C. Sussex to present lll.Kt. Herbert Charles (Bert) Farlow with his Fifty
Year Certificate and Jewel.



The Grand Sovereign gave a very informative and interesting resumet@& Biditary and Masonic

Careers. This was crowned by bestowing the Rank of Past Grand Junior General to Bert as a Field
Promotion.

With thanks to P.Kt. Tony Padley, Div.Sent.
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17 - Members of the Divisional Team



18- Members of the Divisional Sepulchre Guard



Not your usual day by the seaside!
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A somewhat different day at Rhyl Masonic Hall in North Wales recently, for a daylight meeting of
Dewi Sant Conclave No. 457.

The day had started bright and early with the Installation of the new and secundus President of St
David Consistory No. 139 by themus President, Paul Crudge, in the presence of Chris Welton,
Provincial Grand Summus for the Scarlet Cord of Cheshire & North Wales, and Geoff Gill, Provincial
Grand Summus for West Lancashire, who had received especial dispensation to cross twa borders

The new President, Mike Steggles, was then called away to attend to his other Masonic duties as
Provincial Director of Ceremonies in the Craft Province of Cheshire.

As Mike is also the Supreme Ruler of Dewi Sant Conclave, his Chair was taken bytlaeguest,
Provincial Grand Counsellor, Worthy Brother Derek Gaskell, who had received a little warning.

The Grand Guide, Right Worthy Brother Paul Crudge, was called back from his role as Director of
Ceremonies to act as Secretary, whilst the invested Secratdegl as Treasurer.

Amongst other substitutes, the Provincial Grand Guide, John Owens, acted as Fourth Visiting Deacon.
In fact, only Barrie Billinge, Conclave Counsellor and Andrew Thomas, Conclave Guide, occupied their
correct Offices!

A ceremony of Indetion for three Candidates was then conducted in an excellent manner by the
acting Supreme Ruler.



The Provincial Grand Supreme Ruler, Tony Stringer, presented and explained the Weapons of the
Order, whilst Barrie Billinge, the Conclave Counsellor, delivére welcome Address.

Certainly unique in the O.S.M. Province of Cheshire & North Wales, the Induction was of a Jewish, a
Christian, and a Muslim Brother, each swearing their obligation on a separate and distinct VSL.

There then followed a severourse lunch, enjoyed by all, and, possibly for some, a paddle in the sea.

Of further interest is that two of the Candidates were attracted to the Order via the Provincial
website, showing that electronic promotion does work. Barrie Billinge is also the Provincial
Webmaster, and updates the site on a regular basis.

Words & Picture by R.W.Bro. Tony Stringer, Prov.G.S.R.

Pictured, top, (R): Barrie Billinge, Counsellor; Tony Stringer, Prov.G.S.R.; Andy Clark, Inductee; David
Hallows, Inductee; Stuart Jones, Inducteerek Gaskell, acting S.R.

Working together in West Yorkshire
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Many thanks to West Riding Masonic Charities Ltd for its support to the West Yorkshire 2023 M.B.F.
Festival. A magnificeft150,000 over the last 6 years on behalf of all the Craft and Rioyxal Arch
Freemasons in the Province of Yorkshire West Ridimgnatch the 150 year existence of the West
Yorkshire Mark Province.

Donations have been in instalments over the last 6 years, with thef2000 given at our
Provincial Meeting last Saway. Pictured above, V.W.Bro. James Newman, P.G.J.O., our Craft
Provincial Grand Master, handing me a cheque representing the total donations made.

With thanks to R.W.Bro. Jim Steggles, Prov.G.M.



A happy first visit to Mark Masons' Hall

It's alwayggood to hear from a satisfied customer but it doesn't always make the pages of Masonic
magazines.



