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Welcome to your news and information update for the 'Companion Orders of Freemasonry' 

administered from Mark Masons' Hall, 86 St James's Street. 

This bulletin is emailed only to those who use the free subscription service. 

Please share this content with your fellow Brethren by forwarding this email or let them know that it's 

available on the MMH website. 

If you don't currently receive this email directly but would like to subscribe please email 

communications@mmh.org.uk    

Companion Orders Diary 

 

Below are some upcoming dates of events for our Grand teams in their respective Orders. 

https://www.markmasonshall.org/
mailto:communications@mmh.org.uk


You can find the calendar of the regular annual meetings of our Orders further down this newsletter. 

 
 

Saturday, 11 February - R.C.C. Installation of Ill.Kt. Trevor Fish, P.G.Pref., as Intendant-General for 

Northumberland 

Saturday, 18 February - A.M.D. Installation of W.Bro. Brian Alan Ward, P.G.St.B., as District Grand 

Prefect for Kent 

Wednesday, 1 March - S.C. Consecration of Ian Stanley Currans Consistory No. 100, Province of West 

Lancashire 

Tuesday, 7 March - Mark Communication of Mark Grand Lodge, Freemasons' Hall 

Friday, 10 March - Mark Mercury Lodge of M.M.M. No. 777 Centenary, Province of Hampshire & Isle of 

Wight 

Wednesday, 15 March - A.M.D. Consecration of The Dedham Vale Council No. 284, Province of East 

Anglia 

Saturday, 18 March - Mark Installation of V.W.Bro. John Vaughan Christopher French, P.G.J.O., as 

Provincial Grand Master for Surrey 

Monday, 20 March - O.S.M. Installation of Wy.Bro. William George McColl, P.A.G.D.C., as Provincial 

Grand Supreme Ruler for Suffolk 

Saturday 25 March - O.S.M. & S.C. Installation of Wy.Bro./V.Dist.Comp. Allun David Jones, 

P.A.G.D.C./P.G.Reg., as Provincial Grand Supreme Ruler and Provincial Grand Summus for South Wales 

and Monmouthshire 

Tuesday, 18 April - R.S.M. Annual Assembly of Grand Council (Business Meeting Only) Mark Masons' 

Hall 

Tuesday, 3 October - R.S.M. Celebratory meeting of the Sesquicentenary of Grand Council, 

Freemasons' Hall 



MBF 2022 Annual Review 

 

 
Brethren, I am delighted to let you know that the Mark Benevolent Fund Annual Review for 2022 has 

been approved by the Board of Trustees and is now available to view and download from the MMH 

website. Click here to view the publication. 

It has been another wonderful year at the MBF as we continue to assist those less fortunate than 

ourselves. In 2022 over one million pounds has helped improve the standard of living for many charities, 

families and individuals that apply to the fund for assistance. I am certain that the founder of your 

charity, M.W.Bro. Canon Portal would be most proud! 

As ever keep a lookout for your fellow Brethren, charities and other worthy causes that may need a 

helping hand and contact your Provincial Grand Charity Steward or Provincial Grand Almoner for details 

on how to make an application. 

I must thank my colleagues at Mark MasonsΩ Hall for their exceptional work in 2022 and in particular I 

must mention Linda Read, our Charities Finance Manager and Millie Pilson of the Charities Finance Team 

for their dedication and hard work for the Mark Benevolent Fund. 

Mark Well Brethren and I look forward to seeing you out in the Provinces in 2023. 

W.Bro. Darren Coleman-Heald, P.G.S.D., Charities Manager, Mark MasonsΩ Hall 

https://markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/mbf-annual-review-2022/viewdocument


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



The MBF in London 

 

 
Monday, 30 January saw a further celebration and recognition of London Mark MembersΩ generosity 

towards the Mark Benevolent Fund, when the second of our special presentation and dinner evenings 

was held at Mark Masons' Hall. Fourteen Brethren were presented with 5 Vice-Patron and 9 Patron 

collarettes ς which also qualified each of them to receive their Festival StewardΩs breast jewel. One of 

the newest recruits to Mark Masonry, Bro. Carl Fazakerley (who incidentally was Advanced into Loyalty 

Lodge No. 1989 only last June, on the eve of his birthday!) was amongst those presented with his Vice-

Patron collarette. Here's a photo of him in his formal St JohnΩs Ambulance uniform as he is an active 

member of that organisation. 

 

 
The presentations were all made by the eveningΩs guest of honour, Mrs Linda Read, who is the MBF 

Charities Finance Manager. Linda was treated right royally for gracing the evening to carry out the 

ceremonials and in her own words she άΧ has never been bowed to by one man before ς let alone 14!έ.  



 

 
The photographs depict some of the highlights of the evening which ended with a superb dinner served 

up by 86 St James.    

The whole proceedings were of course conducted under the watchful gaze of R.W. Bro. David Ashbolt, 

LondonΩs Past Prov.G.M. and Deputy President of the MBF. David says thanks to all who contributed, 

with a special vote of thanks to W.Bro. Martin Vidler for organising the evening and arranging for the 

photographs. If there is anyone out there who would like to join this ever-growing group of MBF 

Patrons/Vice-Patrons, please contact him on vandavid474@btinternet.com  

Words by RW Bro Tom Quinn; photos by W Bro Martin Vidler 

 

mailto:vandavid474@btinternet.com


 

 

Brethren from the Ferrers & Lilford Mark Lodges of Northampton, 

Huntingdon & Bedford support their local Cransley Hospice 

In mid-January, the Lilford (471) & Ferrers (1341) Lodges again joined forces when five Brethren each 

gave one day of their time to help the local Cransley Hospice in its annual Christmas Tree Recycle fund-

raising project. 

After the MBFΩs Capital Grant to our nationΩs hospices following the death of the late Duke of Edinburgh, 

HRH The Prince Philip, in 2021, the five Brethren decided to further support their local Hospice. They 

joined other volunteers over a 3-day period during which about 900 used Christmas trees were collected 

from homes and premises in the local area by van (each crewed by three volunteers) and were then 

loaded onto other vehicles to be taken away for recycling. 

The Ferrers team (pictured below) made up our Friday shift and were blessed with perfect weather 

throughout the day 



 

1 - Bro's Roger Gunnett, Simon Harker & Trevor Brunt 

 
The Lilford team (pictured below) made up our Saturday shift - and are still drying out after a day of 

wind and rain! 

 

2 - Bro's Stuart Bottomley & Jeff Chambers 

 
All, however, were agreed that it was: 

ω great fun 

ω a delight to work with the other volunteers and Cransley Hospice staff 

ω a very worthwhile way to show our continuing support for the Hospice 

In fact, all are looking forward to helping again next year. 



The project raised a magnificent £12,000 for the Hospice. 

With thanks to W.Bro. David M Snape, P.G.S.D., Assistant Provincial Grand Master 

Ailwyn Lodge of M.M.M. No. 1871 Advancement and Banner 

Dedication 

 

 
 

Well! What a fully charged day it was, starting at 10 a.m. with the opening of Ailwyn Lodge of M.M.M. 

No. 1871 and the undertaking of quite a busy schedule of Lodge Business. At 11 a.m., The Provincial 

Grand Master for the Mark Province of Northampton, Huntingdon and Bedford, R.W.Bro. Robert 

Andrew Stokes, and the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, W.Bro. J David Sowerby were escorted into the 

Lodge attended by a numerous delegation of Grand and Provincial Officers to much acclaim. We then 

received a Eulogy for the late A.D.C. which was very eloquently delivered.  

Next came the Advancement of Bro. James Milner, which was an excellent delivery of a sincerely felt 

ceremony by the Worshipful Master, W.Bro. K R Burberry, who was assisted in this very memorable task 

by some great work from all those Officers who were taking part. This super piece of ritual was 

concluded and the W.M. handed the Chair over to the Provincial Grand Master who, with the 

assistance of the Grand and Provincial Grand Chaplain, V.W. Bro Tony Avery, led us all through the 

intricacies of the Banner Dedication. This banner was of a very striking design and the architect of which 

was the Secretary - very much Multi-tasking - W.Bro. David Cusworth.  



 

 
This whole ceremony was again great to observe and a small token of the Lodge's thanks to the 

Prov.G.M. for all his support, love and friendship, was presented to him by the Worshipful Master. 

On the Risings, the Prov.G.M. was delighted to announce that his successor as Prov.G.M. was to be 

W.Bro. J. David Sowerby; that W.Bro. David Snape would be taking on the role of Deputy Prov.G.M.; and 

that W.Bro. Christopher James had been appointed as Assistant Prov.G.M. This announcement was met 

with much applause. The Brethren were reminded that the Provincial Annual Meeting on 24 June would 

be when the Installation would be taking place. 

The Prov.G.M. and his attending officers retired from the Lodge which was then closed in due form. A 

superb Festive Board followed when a lot of very happy Mark Masons who, having dined well, got home 

at a reasonable hour.(For once!!)  

With thanks to W.Bro. Chris James, P.G.S.D. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



Essex Mark Podcast 

 

The latest Essex Mark podcast features an interview with Les Bond before and after his Advancement 

into our Friendly Degree. 

The Magic of the Mark at it's finest   

https://www.essexmark.co.uk/the-5-minute-mark.html 

https://www.essexmark.co.uk/the-5-minute-mark.html


Explanation of the Royal Ark Mariner Tracing Board 

 

 

At the next meeting of Bon Accord Lodge of Royal Ark Mariner on 16 February, for those Royal Ark 

Mariners who have never seen it, W.Bro. Paul Rowlands, R.A.M.G.R., will be presenting the Explanation 

of the Royal Ark Mariner Tracing Board  

The meeting will be held at Mark MasonsΩ Hall at 4 pm. Anyone wishing to attend may contact the Lodge 

Scribe, W.Bro. Nick Dodd, n.dodd1@icloud.com 

mailto:n.dodd1@icloud.com


Provincial Priory of Durham Annual Social 

 

 
On Saturday, 28 January, the Provincial Priory of Durham held its very popular and always sold out 

annual social event in Darlington Masonic Hall.  

A total of over 90 guests were present, including the Provincial Prior, R.E.Kt. Richard Scott; Provincial 

Sub-Prior, E.Kt. John Watts; and Provincial Marshal, E.Kt. Andrew Foster. 

E.Kt. Andrew Foster announced the arrival of the Provincial Prior into the dining room to a rapturous 

round of applause from those present. 

We were then treated to a sumptuous four course meal consisting of a starter of Stilton and Mushroom 

soup, followed by a main course of Roast Beef and Yorkshire Puddings, Crème Caramel for dessert, and 

followed by Cheese and Biscuits with Tea and Coffee. 

 

 
The Provincial Marshal then called the guests attention to the Provincial Prior who proposed the Royal 

toast. 



R.E.Kt Richard then announced that the raffle that evening had raised a magnificent total of £880 

towards the 2025 Eye Hospital appeal. 

He then went on to thank the Provincial Registrar, E.Kt. Stewart Bell, and Provincial Vice-Chancellor, E.Kt. 

Steve Allen, for their help in setting up the evening; and to watch out for Kt. Robin Crosby the roving 

reporter with his camera. 

This was then followed by the entertainment for the evening which was from Elvis performer Anthony 

Grey who performed a magnificent set. 

 

 
A fantastic evening was had by all those present. 

With thanks to Kt. Robin Crosby, Provincial Communications Officer, Provincial Priory of Durham  

 



John F. Cleeves Preceptory No. 315 ς 75th Anniversary Meeting  

 

 
On Friday, 27 January 2023, the John F. Cleeves Preceptory No. 315 held its 75th Anniversary Meeting at 

the Halsey Masonic Hall, Cheshunt.  

The Preceptory was consecrated on 31st January 1948 by the then Provincial Prior of Hertfordshire, 

R.E.Kt. John F. Cleeves, G.C.T., after whom the Preceptory was named. 

The current Provincial Prior, R.E.Kt. Alastair White, led a large Provincial delegation to join the 

celebration of this significant milestone in the PreceptoryΩs history, which included the Provincial Sub-

Prior, V.E.Kt. Mike Beaty, and two Past Provincial Priors ς R.E.Kt. John Hay, K.C.T., and R.E.Kt. Tony 

Lapsley, K.C.T. 

After E.Kt. Cliff Garrett had been installed as Eminent Preceptor ς his 4th stint in the chair of his Mother 

Preceptory ς the Knights were treated to a very interesting talk from the Preceptory Registrar, V.E.Kt. 

David Sharman, about the fascinating life and Masonic Career of John F. Cleeves, which was very well 

received. 

Following the talk, the R.E. Provincial Prior made a surprise presentation of the Past PreceptorΩs 

Collarette and Jewel that had belonged to R.E.Kt. Dr Alan Owen, G.C.T., who was Provincial Prior for 

Hertfordshire from 1982 ς 1991 (when he was succeeded by R.E.Kt. John Hay), before becoming 

Provincial Prior for Monmouth and South Wales between 1992 ς 2001.  

The jewel had been recovered from R.E.Kt. OwenΩs Masonic effects by the current Provincial Prior for 

Monmouth and South Wales ς R.E.Kt. Dr Paul Calderwood, JP, and passed to R.E.Kt. Alastair White for 

return to the Preceptory, of which R.E.Kt. Owen was Eminent Preceptor in 1974.  

The jewel was carefully cleaned and restored by the Past Provincial Sub-Prior of Hertfordshire, V.E.Kt. 

Michael Stanforth, and was presented for the future use of the Immediate Past Preceptors of the 

Preceptory during their year of office. 

To mark the 75th Anniversary, E.Kt. Pantelis ΨPinsΩ Poullais commissioned the production of a special 

lapel badge, profits from the sale of which will be donated to the St John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital. 

These were worn with pride by all in attendance. 

The evening was rounded off with an excellent Festive Board. 



R.E.Kt. Alastair White, Provincial Prior 

 



 

 



 

 


