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Welcome to your news and information update for the 'Progressive Orders of Freemasonry' 
administered from Mark Masons' Hall, 86 St James's Street. 

This bulletin is emailed to all Rulers in the Provinces, Districts & Divisions and their Secretariats, as well 

as subscribers. 

Please share this content with your members by forwarding this email or let them know that it's 
available on the MMH website. 

If you don't currently receive this email directly but would like to subscribe please email 
communications@mmh.org.uk    

Progressive Orders Diary 

 

Below are some upcoming dates of events for our Grand teams in their respective Orders. 

You can find the calendar of the regular annual meetings of our Orders further down this newsletter.  

mailto:communications@mmh.org.uk


 

Saturday 20 August - A.M.D. Installation of W.Bro. Steven Graeme Barratt, P.G.J.D., as District Grand 
Prefect for East Midlands 

Thursday, 1 September - Mark St Giles Lodge of M.M.M. No. 760 Centenary, Province of North Wales 

Thursday, 8 September - K.B.H.C. Annual Meeting of Grand Priory, M.M.H. 

Saturday, 10 September - K.T. Installation of V.E.Kt. Colin Dann, P.Gt.Reg., as Provincial Prior for Sussex 

Saturday, 10 September - R.S.M. Installation of V.Ill.Comp. Geoffrey Frederick Spencer, P.G.Lect., as 
District Grand Master for East Anglia 

Tuesday, 13 September - Mark Communication of Mark Grand Lodge. Celebrating Prince Michael of 

Kent's 40th Anniversary as Most Worshipful Grand Master, and the investiture of recipients of 
Promotions in Grand Rank, F.M.H. 

Saturday, 17 September - Mark Installation of W.Bro. Andrea Bonechi, P.G.S.D., as District Grand 
Master for Italy 

Saturday, 17 September - S.C. Installation of Dist.Comp. Alan Webster, IV, P.A.G.D.C., as Provincial 

Grand Summus for West Yorkshire 

MERF Ukraine update from the Mark Inspectorate of Romania 

 

 
We're grateful to the Mark Inspectorate of Romania for their continued hard work in ensuring the 

money that you have donated to the Mark Emergency Relief Fund is directed to those who need it most. 

For details of how to donate scroll down to the lower sections of this Newsletter.  



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
You can download these slides Here 

Cumberland & Westmorland Celebrate 150 years of Mark Masonry 

 

On Saturday, 6 August 2022, Cumberland & Westmorland celebrated 150 years of Mark Masonry. In 

attendance were the Pro Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Assistant Grand Master, Grand Secretary 

and Deputy Grand Director of Ceremonies, together with their wives and partners, and the event was 

further graced by the support of nine Provincial Grand Masters and their wives, which helped make up a 
wonderful gathering of 217. 

The venue was a large Marquee on the outskirts of Carlisle. The weather, cloudy but warm (and rather 

more comfortable than it would have been one week later when the temperature rose to 30° at the 
venue).     

Following the meal, speeches and toasts, entertainment was provided by “StagedRight Production” a 

Carlisle award winning Youth Theatre and professional production company specialising in Musical 

Theatre for students aged 4 – 18, which was supported by the Mark Benevolent Fund with £12,300 in 

February this year when they required assistance. Their gift back to us was a show lasting an hour, which 

reflected the confidence and life skills that our donations help to provide to support youth groups such 

as theirs. 

With thanks to V.W.Bro. David R. Robinson, P.G.J.O., Provincial Grand Registrar  

http://download.mmh.org.uk/2022-08-10-EN-NEWSLETTER.pdf


 



 



 



 

 

 
You can download the celebratory booklet Here 

http://download.mmh.org.uk/Sesquicentenary%20Booklet.pdf


Knights Templar Family Service at Wells Cathedral 

 

 
The Great Priory Family Service will be held at Wells Cathedral, Cathedral Green, Wells, BA5 2UE on 

Saturday, 24 September at 2 p.m.  

Please be seated no later than 1.30 p.m. 

A registration fee of £10 per person is payable (which includes light refreshments after the service). No 

registration fee is required for children under 16, but you will need to tell us how many are attending 
with you. 

Itinerary 

1.15 p.m. The Avon and Somerset Constabulary Male Voice Choir will perform a selection of songs from 

their extensive repertoire, which has entertained people since their formation in 1974.  

2.00 p.m. Great Priory Family Service – Enjoy the colour, splendour and pageantry of the Knights 

Templar, in the presence of the Most Eminent and Supreme Grand Master, as we join together in this 
special service of dedication to our Order. 

3.00 p.m. Light Refreshments (tea, coffee, cakes and savouries) will be served in the North and South 

Transepts. Wander the Cloisters and gardens and take time to enjoy the fabulous surroundings of Wells 
Cathedral. 

4.00 p.m. Close.  

Dress code for Knights of the Order is: Knights Templar regalia (no swords), over a lounge suit. 

To go to the booking page, either scan the QR code below or Click Here  

https://www.markmasonshall.org/kt-events/knight-temple/great-priory


 

Knights Templar update from the St John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital 

Group 

 

It's been a time of activity at the St John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital Group and they've been pleased to 

share the following news with us. 

Firstly, the East Jerusalem Hospital Network received a visit from the President of the U.S.A.  



 

 

And we have also received the first of the new-look Knights Templar Newsletters, highlighting much of 

the work being carried out by the SJEHG. We're grateful to Naomi Booth, the SJEHG's new Fundraising 

Officer, for sharing this information with us. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 
You can download your copy of the President Biden visit report Here 

And the Newsletter Here 

R.S.M. District Grand Council Meeting of West Yorkshire 

 

 

On a warm August day at Castle Grove Masonic Hall the District of West Yorkshire held their Annual 

meeting, the first in person for the District Grand Master, R.Ill.Comp. Fraser McPherson, since being 

appointed during the pandemic.  

District Grand Council was opened in due form with support from 11 other District Grand Masters along 

with their Deputies, P.C.W.s, Recorders and other Companions. The business of the day taken care of, a 

meal of Tomato & Pesto Bruschetta; Roast Beef and Yorkshire Pudding; Profi teroles, with wine, was 

served and was up to its usual high standard.  

The District Grand Master thanked everyone for their support and asked everyone to keep supporting 

their own Craft, Chapter and Mark Lodges as that is where we get our candidates from, and that is 
where our future lies. 

Within this District there were current and past Rulers of a number of Orders including Craft, Royal Arch, 

Mark and Allied to name a few, showing the importance of working together in Freemasonry.  

The Festive Board was then closed and everyone left feeling happy in their Cryptic Masonry.  

It’s so good to be back. 

Comp. Jason Cunningham, District Assistant Grand Recorder 

http://download.mmh.org.uk/Press%20Release%20Biden%20Visit.pdf
http://download.mmh.org.uk/Newsletter%20-%20Knight's%20Templar%20-%20Summer%202022.pdf


 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



The Croft Dinner 2022 

 

 

“The Croft Dinner” was instigated following a conversation between John Harvey, District Grand Master 

for Northumberland in the Royal and Select Masters, and James Peter Croft, who was at that time 

Provincial Grand Master for Durham in the Mark & Royal Ark Mariners, Intendent-General for Durham in 

the Red Cross of Constantine, and District Grand Prefect for Northumberland and Durham in the Allied 

Masonic Degrees. It was to provide a social event and celebration to mark the end of the Masonic year 

for the District Grand Officers in the A.M.D. and R.S.M. 

Peter Croft was compared with the Pied Piper of Hamlin, in that he played the tune and the Brethren 

and Companions fell in behind him; without question a great leader of men and loved and respected by 
all who knew him.  

It was arranged to be held at Tynemouth Golf Club on the second Friday in August 2012 with an 

attendance of 30. The occasion was enjoyed by all present and a bottle draw on the night raised £400 
which was donated to a local Charity. 

News of the successful evening soon reached all the rest of the membership of both Orders and 
requests for tickets were in great demand. 

In recent times, following the death of Peter Croft, it was decided that as a mark of respect we all had 

for him, the Officers' Dinner was changed to “The Croft Dinner” and has been very successful ever since. 

Local Charities such as RLNI Tynemouth, Whitley Bay Food Bank, Marie Curie etc. have received 
donations from the event. 



 

 

This year’s event was held at Tynemouth Golf Club and attended by 69 members including the Grand 

Masters of both Orders; M.W.Bro. Thomas F. Jackson and M.Ill.Comp. Kessick J. Jones. Because of the 

intense heat, the jacket and tie dress code was relaxed to smart casual as the evening progressed. 

The bottle draw on this occasion raised the sum of £2135 which was donated to the Tynemouth Golf 

Club Captains Charity (who thought he was there just as a guest). In his response he said that he was 

gobsmacked at the generosity of all present and the donation would help those in society who were less 

fortunate than ourselves. 

 



 

 

 



 

Not seeing your news? Join us on Social Media 

Social Media is becoming an increasingly important platform for how we get to hear about what is going 

on further afield in all of our Orders. If your Province/District/Division has a Facebook Page/Group or 

Twitter Feed, or if you represent a Masonic Club or Society linked to our Orders, please send us an invite 
to join or follow you. 

We can be found at: 

Facebook - Mark Secretariat - This is the contact account for the Mark Masons' Hall Facebook Page 

Twitter - @MarkMasonsHall 

Or you can email us at communications@mmh.org.uk    

Calendar of Annual Meetings 

 

https://www.facebook.com/mmh.secretariat.3
https://www.facebook.com/MarkMasonsHall/
https://twitter.com/MarkMasonsHall
mailto:communications@mmh.org.uk


Booking now for the West Yorkshire 2023 MBF Festival 

 

 
Click Here to book 

https://mbf2023westyorks.org/


 

 

At the meeting of Mark Grand Lodge at Freemasons' Hall on Tuesday, the Pro Grand Master, M.W.Bro. 

Raymond John Smith, announced that the Mark Benevolent Fund would be donating £25,000 to the 

Mark Inspectorate of Romania who have been working proactively in many ways to provide support and 
relief to their neighbours in Ukraine. 

This tremendous endeavour has touched Freemasons across the Constitution and many of our Brethren 
are keen to add their own support by making a donation. 

We have set up a Relief Chest with the M.C.F. under the name of the Mark Emergency Relief Fund and 

you can now make donations in a variety of ways. 

We know that there is enormous support for this already. To make the administration of donations as 

smooth as possible, enabling funds to be transferred efficiently to where they are needed most, we 
ask that you note the following advice regarding donations: 

For individual donations of less than £100 - please make arrangements with your Mark Lodge for these 

to be collected centrally and then for the Lodge to make one consolidated donation into the Fund. These 
consolidated donations will count toward the Lodge's M.B.F. honorifics, rather than each individuals.  

Donations of £100 or more may be made by individuals directly into the fund and will count towards 
the Brother's M.B.F. Honorifics 

In all correspondence please ensure you are donating to: 

Mark Emergency Relief Fund 

Relief Chest No.: MMM185622 



The quickest and easiest way to donate is by scanning the QR code below or following this Link. 

 

 
For a Credit Card Donation Form Click Here - remembering to use your Craft Lodge name and number, 

not your Mark Lodge. 

For a Single Donation Form Click Here - remembering to use your Craft Lodge name and number, not 
your Mark Lodge. 

 

If you would like more information about the ways in which you can donate using the digital options 
above, you can read the Digital Donations Guide by Clicking Here 

And if you, or your Lodge, already hold a Relief Chest from which you would like to donate f unds, there 

is a further, specific guide available by Clicking Here and a simple transfer guide available by Clicking 
Here 

https://donate.givetap.co.uk/d/ke4i9yrg?qr-id=mmm185622
http://download.mmh.org.uk/Credit%20Card%20Donation%20Form%20MAR22.pdf
http://download.mmh.org.uk/Single%20Donation%20Form%20MAR22.pdf
http://download.mmh.org.uk/Digital%20Donations%20guide%20-%20For%20Donors%20v1.4.pdf
http://download.mmh.org.uk/Digital%20Donations%20guide%20-%20For%20RC%20holders%20v1.4.pdf
http://download.mmh.org.uk/Donating%20from%20a%20Lodge%20Relief%20Chest%20MAR22%20.pdf
http://download.mmh.org.uk/Donating%20from%20a%20Lodge%20Relief%20Chest%20MAR22%20.pdf


The Shop@86 

Click Here to visit the Shop@86 website 
Please note: The Shop@86 is closed for the summer recess and will re-open on Monday, 22 August. 

 

 

MBF Festival Stewardship Jewels  

The new-look MBF Stewardship Jewels have now been designed for the following Festivals:  

2023 West Yorkshire 

2024 Cheshire 

2025 Oxfordshire 

2026 Hampshire & IOW 

2027 Warwickshire 

https://www.shopat86.co.uk/
https://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2023-west-yorkshire-mbf-festival-stewardship-form/viewdocument
https://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2024-cheshire-mbf-festival-stewardship-form-2/viewdocument
https://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2025-oxfordshire-mbf-festival-stewardship-form-2/viewdocument
https://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2026-hants-iow-mbf-festival-stewardship-form-2/viewdocument
https://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2027-warwickshire-mbf-festival-stewardship-form-2/viewdocument


2028 Somerset 

2030 Essex 

We have added the bank account name to all the forms so please use the latest form and details as 
found in the links above. 

 

https://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2028-somerset-mbf-festival-stewardship-form-2/viewdocument
https://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2030-essex-mbf-festival-stewardship-form-2/viewdocument


 



 



 



 



 



 

We reported recently that the new style MBF Festival Stewardship is aimed principally, but not 
exclusively, at members of each host Festival Province.  

In return for a qualifying donation of £100, each Steward will be entitled to: 

• A distinctive Stewards’ breast jewel, year bar and pocket jewel holder.  

• Inclusion of their name in the Festival Stewards’ Roll of Honour in the Festival booklet   



• And for individuals making their first donation under the scheme, qualification as a Life 
Governor of the Mark Benevolent Fund – the first step on the ladder of honorifics. 

Monies raised by the take-up of Festival Stewardships will, of course, be included in each respective 

Festival total. 

Helping to Combat Covid 

 

At the start of Lockdown the Grand Secretary, R.W.Bro. Ryan A. Williams, P.G.J.W., shared the 
COVID Symptom Study app.  

As local lockdowns and UK cases increase, with over 4 million users, this app is a useful source of 

information regarding the situation in your area, as well as being a portal through which people of all 

ages and backgrounds are joining together to fight COVID, support the NHS, help scientific research and 
help get us out of lockdown safely. 

https://covid.joinzoe.com/


Admin Departments @86 

 

All departments and teams at Mark Masons' Hall are available via email and telephone to help and 
support members and visitors.  

Most communication for Masonic Administration should go via the Provincial Secretary, or equivalent, 

and they will know who to contact here at M.M.H. if they are unable to answer the query themselves.  

 
///prefer.status.sharp 

https://what3words.com/prefer.status.sharp

