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Welcome to your news and information update for the 'Progressive Orders of Freemasonry' 

administered from Mark Masons' Hall, 86 St James's Street. 

This bulletin is emailed to all Rulers in the Provinces, Districts & Divisions and their Secretariats, as 

well as subscribers. 

Please share this content with your members by forwarding this email or let them know that it's 

available on the MMH website. 

If you don't currently receive this email directly but would like to subscribe please email 

communications@mmh.org.uk    

Progressive Orders Diary 

 

Below are some upcoming dates of events for our Grand teams in their respective Orders. 

You can find the calendar of the regular annual meetings of our Orders further down this newsletter. 

 
Saturday, 21 May - O.S.M. Installation of Wy.Bro. Michael Bryan Le Conte, P.A.G.D.C., as Provincial 

Grand Supreme Ruler for Channel Islands 

mailto:communications@mmh.org.uk


Wednesday, 25 May - S.C. Consecration of Tennyson Down Consistory No. 141, Province of 

Hampshire, Isle of Wight and The Channel Islands 

Thursday, 26 May - Mark Whitwell Lodge of M.M.M. No. 151 Sesquicentenary, Province of 

Cumberland & Westmorland 

Saturday, 28 May - K.T. Confirmation in Office of R.E.Kt. Richard Francis Micklefield as Provincial 

Prior for Dorset and Wiltshire 

Saturday, 28 May - A.M.D. Installation of W.Bro. Brian Butterfield, P.G.St.B., as District Grand 

Prefect for Yorkshire 

Monday, 30 May - Mark Anglebury Lodge of M.M.M. No. 763 Centenary, Province of Dorset 

Tuesday, 31 May - Mark Installation of W.Bro. Brian Percival Gargett, P.G.J.D., as Provincial Grand 

Master for Gloucestershire and Herefordshire 

Tuesday, 7 June - Mark Annual Investiture Meeting, Freemasons' Hall, London 

Tuesday, 14 June - Mark Dover & Cinque Ports Lodge of M.M.M. Centenary, Province of Kent 

Wednesday 15th June ς O.S.M. Installation of Wy.Bro. William Anthony Stringer, P.A.G.D.C., as 

Provincial Grand Supreme Ruler for Cheshire & North Wales 

Thursday, 16 June - Mark Installation of W.Bro. Stephen Lee, P.A.G.D.C., as Provincial Grand Master 

for Wiltshire 

Monday, 20 June - Mark Stony Gate Lodge of M.M.M. No. 751 Centenary, Province of Leicestershire 

and Rutland 

Thursday, 23 June - Mark Installation of W.Bro. Keith David Bristow, P.G.S.D., as Provincial Grand 

Master for Buckinghamshire 

Saturday, 2 July - Mark M.B.F. Festival hosted by the Mark Province of Surrey at Brighton 

Tuesday, 5 July - R.C.C. Annual Assembly of Grand Imperial Conclave, Freemasons' Hall London 

Knights Templar Annual Chapter of Great Priory 

 



 
Wednesday marked the return of the Knights Templar Annual Chapter of Great priory to 

Freemasons' Hall after the long break due to Covid, since May 2019; although we had been 

fortunate enough to enjoy the Great Priory of Malta meeting in November of 2021. 

The meeting was tinged with sadness as only days previously, we had received the news of the 

passing of our Immediate Past Grand Master, Most Eminent and Supreme Knight Timothy John 

Lewis, G.C.T. 

 

 
Brother Knights of the K.T., along with Brethren of the Allied Masonic Degrees (the two Orders of 

which Tim, as he was affectionately known, had been the Grand Master), had received instructions 

to wear black ties at their meetings as a mark of respect, with further instructions for members of 

Preceptories and Councils of which he was a member. 

M.E. & S.Kt. Lewis' Masonic record speaks for itself and is long and varied, but four years as Grand 

Master of the A.M.D, eight years as Grand Secretary across all of our Orders at Mark Masons' Hall, 

and six years as Grand Master of the K.T. must be the shining and standout highlights. 

The Most Eminent and Supreme Grand Master, Paul Raymond Clement, G.C.T., opened the meeting 

with a touching tribute, recalling the effort his predecessor had made to attend Great Priory in 2017 

in order to Install Paul as his successor. 

After the Most Eminent and Supreme Grand Master had been re-elected, he then re-appointed Very 

High and Right Eminent Knight Andrew Christopher Rainbow, G.C.T., as Great Seneschal. And went 

on to appoint Right Eminent Knights Anthony John Helliar, Prov.Prior for Essex, and Malcolm 

Frederick Bilton, Prov.Prior for Lincolnshire, to the honour and dignity of Knight Commander of the 

Temple. 



There followed the appointment and investiture of the active Great Priory Officers of the year, and 

investiture of those receiving first appointments and promotions in Great Rank. 

The Most Eminent and Supreme Grand Master then invited E.Kt. Jamie Ingham Clark, the newly 

invested Deputy Great Sword Bearer and trustee of the St John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital, to join 

him on the dais to receive a cheque for £80,677. This was the magnificent total raised for the Eye 

Hospital by the "20 for 2020" appeal and it was very pleasing to see so many swift lapel pins on 

display at the meeting, worn as tokens of appreciation by those who had made a contribution. 

This is a milestone year for the Eye Hospital as it is the 140th anniversary of its founding, and the 

centenary of its reopening after World War One. 

The Knights Templar raised approximately one quarter of the funding needed for the reopening! 

There is due to be a published history of the Hospital to mark this special occasion. 

Jamie has been able to report that services are almost back to normal post pandemic. In 2021 they 

treated over 134,000 patients (2019 was 137,000) and performed almost 6,500 major surgeries 

(2019 was less than 5,800). 

This year will see new Communication, Fundraising and Digital strategies being developed. 

The mission of the Hospital and its Trustees remains to eradicate preventable eye disease in the 

areas we operate, whilst upholding the Values of  

ω Compassion 

ω Accountability 

ω Respect and  

ω Excellence 

Compared to some other sources, the Knights Templar fundraising has been wonderfully resilient 

over the last two years and the 20 for 2020 appeal is part of that success. The Trustees acknowledge 

and appreciate the over 100 years of support from the K.T.  

On behalf of the patients and staff, Jamie and his fellow Trustees are keen thank the Brother Knights 

for their ever-inventive ways of supporting the work. With the lifting of Covid restrictions, there is 

always a welcome to any Knight who wishes to visit Jerusalem. 

 



 
In his address, the Most Eminent and Supreme Grand Master was pleased to congratulate the two 

Provincial Priors who had been appointed this Masonic year, R.E.Kt. Colin Birkbeck, Provincial Prior 

for East Anglia, and R.E.Kt. Peter Burrows, Provincial Prior for Gloucestershire and Herefordshire. 

He then welcomed visitors from sister Great Priories; Scotland, Greece, Germany, Finland, France, 

Netherlands, and the Great Priory of CBCS of Belgium; as well a Brother Knights from our own 

Provinces of South East Asia, and Far East; and a host of Heads of Order from other UK Masonic 

Orders. 

We were then reminded of the Knights Templar Church Service being held at Wells Cathedral in the 

K.T. Province of Somerset, on Saturday, 24 September this year. 

In closing, the Most Eminent and Supreme Grand Master expressed his pleasure at the reports of the 

good number of Candidates waiting to be installed as Knights of our Order and he commented that 

this is a golden opportunity to grow the Order by attracting quality Knights through quality 

ceremonies. 

The meeting ended with the Most Eminent and Supreme Grand Master wishing the Brother Knights, 

their families and loved ones, to keep safe and well.  

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

And it didn't end there for the Grand Master... 
Twenty-four hours later, the Grand MAster and some of his team of active Great Officers had 

touched down in Guernsey to attend the Malta meeting of St. George of Guernsey Preceptory No. 

491. 



The meeting was presided over by Eminent Prior Andrew Henton, assisted by the Preceptory 

Marshal/Priory Mareschal, E.Kt. Roger Wood, who had been invested as the Great Herald the 

previous day. 

A great evening was had by all. Just over 40 attended a triple Installation of Candidates: KtΩs John 

Marquis, Simon Gibbs & Keith Bell.  

The Most Eminent and Supreme Grand Master performed the Accolade, and presented the newly 

installed Knights of Malta with their Malta Jewels, in what was a memorable evening for them and 

the Priory. 

The Grand Master also presented four Great Priory of Malta Certificates to Knights Simon Boreham, 

John Bell, Derek Baudains and Matthew Polson. The Grand Master gave a wonderful explanation of 

how the current Malta certificate came into being and his part in its current design, besides having 

his personal Coat of Arms on it, which are issued by the College of Arms. 

A very convivial four course Festive Board took place and all retired after Port had been taken. 

With thanks to E.Kt. Allan D. Gaudion, O.Gt.R., Registrar 

 

Mark Emergency Relief Fund 

 
We were delighted to receive this video from the Mark Inspectorate of Romania showing their 

endeavours distributing the aid and support packages which has been purchased through your 

generosity. 

Details of how to donate can be found further down this Newsletter. 

 



https://sway.office.com/wJECEwZC6GTOzexa#content=YAyC5vIoiD07px 

 
We've also received this video from the two intrepid Ambulance donors, W.Bro. Mike Ross of Neston 

Lodge of M.M.M. No. 1445 and his Brother from the Craft, Paul Stevenson. The video shows some of 

the highlights from their trip to deliver the Ambulance which was purchased for donation by the 

Mark Province of Cheshire and the M.B.F. 

 

https://sway.office.com/wJECEwZC6GTOzexa#content=87gTFUh9gGSSdK 

Meanwhile, in Essex... 

 

 
After many weeks of waiting, a Ukrainian family of 3 flew into Luton Airport to be greeted by their 

sponsoring family. After a wait for news about their visas, Natalya and her 2 children, Karyba, 15, 

and 8-month-old Emilia learned that they had been granted and that their temporary residence in 

Moldova, would be replaced with a family in England. 

W.Bro. Colin Kendrick of St. Nicholas Mark Lodge No.413, had been contacted by his friend, Vova, as 

the war in Ukraine started and asked him to take his family to safety. The family had been sheltering 

in their basement amid the dangers of the invasion and plans were made to receive the family in 

England. Many weeks later, the flight into Luton would see the family safe. 

On the evening that the phone call was made, the family started a journey to take them out of 

Mykolaiv. Outside the city, transportation by Bus had been arranged for the now displaced residents 

https://sway.office.com/wJECEwZC6GTOzexa#content=YAyC5vIoiD07px
https://sway.office.com/wJECEwZC6GTOzexa#content=87gTFUh9gGSSdK


to take the women and children to safety. On arrival, there were two buses left both going to 

Moldova. The family squeezed onto one of the reaming buses and said their farewells to Vova, who 

was to remain in Ukraine. 

The journey to Moldova was a long one and on arrival, they and many other families were placed 

into temporary accommodation whilst further travel plans were made. On 18 March, their Visa 

applications were made out and the wait began. 

During this time the Mark men of Essex have been supporting W.Bro. Kendrick with raising money 

for the family. At a Cluster Mark meeting, held under the banner of the Aurelius Mark Lodge No. 

814, at Clacton, the Brethren donated their evening Raffle collection, Natalya, with their best wishes. 

At the 150th Anniversary of the Constantine Mark Lodge No. 145, held on 22 April 2022, the Essex 

2030 MBF Festival mascot, ΨRoryΩ the Lion was donated so that Emilia would have a new soft toy on 

her arrival. 

 

On 2 May, the family landed at Luton and were met at the Arrivals gate. It had been 8 weeks since 

the phone call and all the efforts to get them into England had finally paid off. A group of Mark men 

attended to assist the family and Rory the Lion was given to little Emilia, which she sleeps with every 

night. 

After a week since their arrival, the family has settled in well and has made the most of Harwich, 

especially the beaches and the sea air. They are safe and await news of Vova. 

Thanks go to the Mark Brethren of the North of Essex and the Essex Mark Province for the support 

they have given and continue to give. The family is safe and they look forward to the end of the war 

and the opportunity to return so that they might begin to rebuild their country. 

With thanks to W.Bro. Dave Todd, P.Prov.G.Stwd. 



Priors united as Deacons 

 

 
Chief of the Builders Mark Lodge and Royal Ark Mariner Lodge No. 1806 meet twice per year on 

Friday morning at Dunston, just south of the river Tyne, the boundary between the Provinces of 

Durham and Northumberland. 

Although they are within the Mark Province of Durham, the main purpose of these Chief of the 

Builders Lodges is to attract Heads of Orders and other senior members of the Craft and other 

Progressive Orders the opportunity to fit Mark and R.A.M. masonry into their busy masonic 

schedules.  

Friday, 13 May 2022 proved to be the morning when Knights Templar had a significant involvement 

at the annual installation meeting of the R.A.M. Lodge.  

Bro. John L .Webster, Great Herald of Great Priory (past Prov. Treasurer of Durham K.T.) was 

installed as Worshipful Commander by W.Bro. R. Alan Hume, K.C.T., Past Provincial Prior of 

Northumberland.  

Br.o Kevin P. Stannard and Bro. Richard G Scott were then duly appointed and invested as Senior and 

Junior Deacon of the Lodge,  they are the current Provincial Priors of Northumberland and Durham.  

To prevent any unlucky visitors on Friday 13th, the Lodge was secured by W.Bro. John D. Watts, Sub 

Prior of Durham K.T. acting as Guardian.  

We look forward to following the neighbouring Provincial Priors working together as they progress 

towards the Commander's chair of their Royal Ark Mariner Lodge.  

With thanks to W.Bro. John Watts, Prov.R.A.M.G.R. 



It's all go in Cheshire 

 

 
As the Cheshire Mark Degree enters the last two years of its 2024 Festival the Allied Masonic 

Degrees stepped up to support them by presenting the Province with a cheque for £750.00, the 

District Grand Prefect for Cheshire and North Wales, R.W.Bro. Peter Talbot, supported by his 

Deputy, V.W.Bro. David Wright, P.G.Reg., presented the cheque at a meeting of Joppa Lodge of 

R.A.M. 

R.W.Bro. Gary Horstman, Mark Prov.G.M. for Cheshire, accepted the cheque with grateful thanks for 

the support shown between the two Degrees, also present was V.W.Bro. Austin Bamber, the Deputy 

in the R.A.M. degree. 

This shows how close all the degrees have worked together, not only to ensure that the Festival will 

be a success but also to ensure the future of the Orders in this region, by working together they 

share good ideas and assist each other as we all recover from the turmoil of the pandemic. 

But there was more to come, as on Monday, 16 May, 87 members gathered at Middlewich for the 

first annual Masters and Commanders dinner after the Covid pandemic, for a very enjoyable evening 

and to support the 2024 Festival. 

R.W.Bro. Gary Raymond Horstman made a number of presentations including one to Liz Topp in 

recognition of all her work over 31 years in support of Freemasonry in relation to the catering at 

Middlewich Masonic Hall. 



 

 
The New Assistant Provincial Grand Master Worshipful Brother John David Miller, met with the 

members of Wythenshawe Mark Lodge No. 532 & Weaver Lodge of R.A.M. No. 532. 
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