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Welcome toyournews and information update forthe progressive/companion Orders of Freemasonry
administered from Mark Masons' Hall, 86 St James's Street.

This bulletinisemailed to all 'leaders'in the Provinces, Districts & Divisions and their Secretariats.

Please share this content with your members by forwarding this email or letthem know that it's
available on the MMH website.

If you don't currently receive this email directly but would like to subscribe please email
communications@mmh.org.uk?

Imailto:communications @ mmh.org.uk




Bedfordshire T@3 Celebrates a Centenarian
-

L4

Bedfordshire Mark Masons were treated toa double delight attheirregular Friday T@3 meetingwhen
they were joined by W.Bro. Alf Burgess, P.G.J.D., who was celebrating his 100th birthday.

Aftertheinitial social interaction, the Brethren enjoyed athought-provoking presentation by W.Bro.
David Hollyman, P.G.St.B., (Pictured below) entitled ‘The Masonic Light of a Master Mason’. David’s
superbly presented dissertation outlined the importance of the term ‘light’ to our ceremonies, the
Masonic ethos and life in general.

The meeting was then handed overto W.Bro. Chris Burgess, Past Deputy Provincial Grand Master of
Bedfordshire. He welcomed his father on this momentous day and then summarised Alf’s life over the
last century. His formative years were spentin the East End of London where life was noteasyinthe
days before the Welfare System. Alf’s schooldays culminated at Central Foundation Grammar School
where he was awarded a scholarship to Oxford University, which the familydeclined for financial
reasons.

This was 1939 and war wasimminent and ratherthan be called up to the Army or Navy, Alf joined the
RAF justsix days before WW2 was declared. He had a rude awakeningto the ravages of war when his
training post at Newmarket was bombed. Although buried in rubble he survived, butlostaclose
colleague who was decapitated from the event. After training, Alfwas posted to Calcuttaand thento
Burma where as a Sergeant pilot he flew Wellingtons, bombing Japanese airfields and dropping supplies
to the Chindits, forerunners of the SAS who were operating behind enemy lines. In 1945 hisrole
changedto the harrowingjob of repatriating survivors of the Japanese POW camps.



Alf was demobbed on his 26th birthday, and resumed civilian life by studying accountancy. He was
initiated into Musgrave Lodge No. 1597 in 1962 and advanced in Barnet Mark Well Lodge No. 897 in
1967. He worked for a period at Mark Masons' Hall when it was locatedin Upper Brook Street, and
joinedanumberof the progressive Orders. After leaving MMH he moved to Whitby becominga
shopkeeperandthena hotelier. He retired and moved to Ibizawhere he met other Freemasons and
togethertheyfounded the first Craft Lodge, Royal Arch Chapter and Mark Lodge on the island. Alf

returned tothe UK in 2002 but still made regulartripsto Ibiza until the pandemic put paid to overseas
travel.

Aftersuch an eventful life it was not surprising that a lively discussion ensued when Alf faced atorrent

of questions from the attendees, including what was the secret to his managingto be so sprightly and
active despite his years.

To commemorate his special day, in addition to many, many cards from friends and family, Alf received
cards from Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth and the Lord-Lieutenant of Bedfordshire, Helen Nellis. He also
received a congratulatory letter/certificate from the Grand Master, a personal phone call fromthe Pro
Grand Master, and a letter from the Grand Secretary informing him that he had been awarded a ‘field
promotion’ to Past Grand Junior Deacon, which was a fitting culminationtoa memorable day.

Hopefully Alfwillnow be aregularattendee of Bedfordshire T@3 meetings and enjoy many more
healthy years enjoying his Freemasonry.







Wy.Bro. MC Black, P.A.G.D.C., kindly sent us the following story:

A few weeks ago, | watched a Zoom talk given by Simon Langton a Freemason and member of the
Honourable Artillery Company - the oldest Regimentin the British Army and the second most senior unit
of the Army Reserve.

The HAC comprises twoindivisible parts: the Regiment (part of the Army Reserve), and amembership of

2,500 active and veteran personnel. It also runs two CCF contingents, aSpecial Constabulary
Detachmentand ceremonial sub-units.



The Company traditionally tracesits originsto 1537 when Henry VIl granted a charter to the "Fraternity
or Guild of Artillery of Longbows, Crossbows and Handguns", which was also to be a perpetual fraternity
of St George. Accordingtothe charter, the Fraternity wasintended for"the betterincrease of the

defence of this ourrealm and maintenance of the science and feat of shootingin longbows, crossbows
and handguns".

The Honourable Artillery Company since 1964 has been registered as a charity (charity no 208443). Its
charitable purpose, inline withits original charter, is "for military exercise and training and for the
betterdefence of the realm". The HAC has occupied Artillery Garden since 1641 and Armoury House, its
Headquarters and Mess, was builtin 1734.

The word "artillery" inthe Sixteenth Century was used to describe archery and other small missile
weapons, whilebigger guns were known as "great artillery".

Duringthe talk, the speaker mentioned that there was an Ezel in Armoury House and | subsequently
followed this up with him.

He explained that there was a stone which had been used as a target by the HAC between 1537 to 1792
on theirland, which formerly extended from the Artillery Ground to Islington Common.

Secret Monitors will recall the ritual uses the words "Ezel" to denote atargetand "Artillery" to describe
a Bow and Arrows.

The HAC web-site offers avirtual tour? and | was able to capture the image of this Ezel from that.

2https://hac.org.uk/events




The latest news from the St John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital Group

We were pleased toreceivethe first of anew series of updates from the St john of Jerusalem Eye
Hospital Group, specifically aimed at their supportersinthe Knights Templarand other Freemasons.

You can download a copy Here?3
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The Annual Meeting of the RSM District Grand Council of Cumberland
& Westmorland

The Annual Meeting of the District Grand Council of Cumberland & Westmorland was held as a Virtual
Business Meeting on Saturday, 13 March 2021. Attendingwasthe Grand Master, M.IIl.Comp. Kessick
JohnJones, the Assistant Grand Recorder, Ill.Comp. Dan Heath, and Companions from many other
Districts.




The District Grand Master forthe District of Cumberland & Westmorland, R.Ill.Comp. Douglas Graham
Sanderson, declared the meeting open and welcomed all present.

Afterthe regularbusiness of the District was completed, the District Grand Council Officers forthe
ensuingyearwere appointed.

The District Grand Master welcomed all the guests and visitors and addressed District Grand Council. He
congratulated those Companions who will be receiving appointment or promotionin Grand Council.

The Grand Master, M.III.Comp. Kessick John Jones, briefly addressed the meeting. He expressed his
thanksfor the invitation tothe meeting and said he was looking forwardto beingable to be with
everyone in hopefully the nottoo distant future

The District Grand Master thanked everyone forattending and declared the meeting closed and was
pleasedtoreceive the usual good wishes from visiting representatives of other Districts.

Article and photos by Chris Eley, Assistant Provincial Grand Recorder, Surrey.



A good turnout for the Annual Meeting of the Red Cross of
Constantine Division of Kent

R.III.Kt. Nick Alder, Intendant-General, writes:

Ratherthan hold our Divisional Meeting on the normal Saturday morning we opted to switch to the
following Monday evening so as not to take away valuable family weekend timefrom the Knights, and it
was well received, and the attendance was over 150 including Graham Smith, a Past Deputy Grand
Sovereign, and Chris Macdonald, the President of the Grand Sovereign’s Council, Intendants-General
and many representatives of other Divisions, but there were over 100 Knights from within the Division
attending, which seemed to confirm that the switch was well received and did not detract from our
usual good numbers.

The meetingcommenced with the usual Service of Rededication led by our Divisional High Prelate, the
Grand Sub-Prelate, Rev Howard Pashley, beforethe Intendant-General opened the meetingand carried
out the necessary business aspects, before re-appointing most of the Officers from last year, who had

been appointed just 3days before the suspension of all MasonicActivities. Due to the planned
retirement of the Divisional Marshal, a number of Knights were appointed to new offices in the Division.

The Divisional Treasurer, Il.Kt. Colin Tunbridge, announced that during the year the Division had
supported two local Children’s Charities with a donation of £500 each, and encouraged the Knights to
make an on-line contribution to the Division’s charitable fund to enable us to make further donations to
charityin the future. He also confirmed that to assist Conclaves, the Division would repeat its 50%
reductionin Divisional duesforthe yearbeginning 1st September 2021, which was well received.

The Intendant-General then addressed the Knights, and after giving thanks to the Divisional Recorder,
I11.Kt. Rob Wilsherfor histremendous work throughout what was a very difficult year, mentioned the
need forall of usto continue looking outforeach otherand to hold zoom mee tings wherever possible
until we can meetagainin person. He announced three particular plans forthe future:-

e Havingjustsupported Kent Mark 2020 Festival, we would be supporting the Craft Festivals for
both East and West Kentforthe next5 years.

e A zoommeetingwouldshortly be organised with all Sovereign’s to consider plans for
recommencement when possible and what can be done to attract new Knightstothe Order.



¢ The Divisionwould be holdingits next Gala Evening on Saturday 18th June 2022, and another
excellentevening was being planned.

Afterthe Intendant-General closed the meeting, the Knights were encouraged to remainonzoomand a
good catch-up with many of them ensued.

Two Newsletters from the Allied Masonic Degrees

A Shot&n the Arm

A nerwiniler oo the AMD District Grand Councd of London - Edition 2

The District of London's "Shot in the Arm" is available Here* and includes this entertaining
trailer for their District Council of Improvement

AMD DisTRICT OF LoNDON

ﬂWHﬂiL 3 IHPEIIW'I'

https://youtu.be/OP_XGhI9XJiE

4https://www.amdlondon.org/images/pdf/SITA/SITA2.pdf
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And a copy of the Surrey Gridiron can be downloaded Here?
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A Look Back on 200
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A brace of successful meetings in Hong Kong

Andrew Ritchie, P.G.J.D., District Grand Secretary of the District Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of
Hong Kongtells us:

Concordialodge No 721 broughttheir Centenaryyeartoits conclusion on Thursday, 11 March, withthe

installation of W.Bro. Kendall Oei, unfortunately delayed from January because of the Covid-19
suspension of activities.



And Shameen Lodge No 832 held theirInstallation meeting on Tuesday, 9 March. Pictured below are the
new W.M., W.Bro. Uday Shah, his Wardens Bro. Ning Li and Chuck Li, and Deacons Bros. Alfred Wong
and Keith Chan.

Across Social Media

On Facebook - St Patrick's Day with a virtual tour of Freemasons' Hall, Dublin

Embed://<iframe
src="https://www.facebook.com/plugins/post.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FMark
MasonsHall%2Fposts%2F796865564513269&width=500&show_text=true&height=671&appld"
width="500" height="671" style="border:none;overflow:hidden" scrolling="no" frameborder="0"
allowfullscreen="true" allow="autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; picture-in-picture; web-
share"></iframe>

On Twitter - Get outin that kitchen and rattle those pots and pans
http://twitter.com/statuses/1372879168178896896

And, all set for Easter in Cornwall
http://twitter.com/statuses/1372572998687989761




On YouTube - Freemasons' Without Borders explore the links between Freemasonry and
the world's most famous unidentified serial killer

Insp Edmund Reid — H Division CI l ¥

https://youtu.be/yYLRerZbiNU

Not seeing your news? Join us on Social Media

Social Mediais becominganincreasingly important platform for how we getto hearabout whatis going
on furtherafieldinall of our Orders. If your Province/District/Division has a Facebook Page/Group or

Twitter Feed, orif you representaMasonic Club or Society linked to our Orders, please send usaninvite
to joinor follow you.

We can be found at:
Facebook - Mark Secretariat®- Thisis the contact account for the Mark Masons' Hall Facebook Page’
Twitter - @MarkMasonsHall®

Or you can email us at communications@mmh.org.uk®

The Shop@86 is open for online orders via the website

Click Here! to visit the Shop@86 website
Please note: During the current Government Lockdown restrictions, there willbe limited access to Mark
Masons' Hall. As a result there will be delays to the despatch of orders, which will take place on aweekly

basis, normally on a Tuesday. Customers will be notified viaemail once theirorder has been despatched.
For enquiries aboutyourorder please email ordersinfo@mmh.org.uk!!

6https://www.facebook.com/mmh.secretariat.3
"https://www.facebook.com/MarkMasonsHall/
8https://twitter.com/MarkMasonsHall
9mailto:communications @mmh.org.uk
1Ohttps://www.shopat86.co.uk/
Umailto:ordersinfo@mmh.org.uk
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The KT 20 for 2020 Appeal has now raised over £46,000 and continues
to grow

Please note that the MCF, who are handling donations to this appeal, have moved their payment
collection site from the Everyday Hero platformto that of Just Giving. This doesn'timpact how you

make your donation but unfortunatelyit isn't possible forus to setthe amount of your donation
automatically to £20. The defaultsetby the website is £30 and you will need to adjust it down.



You can supportthe Eye Hospital by makinga £20 donation. Just Click Here? or use the Text Donate
facility below.

100% of donations will be given to the StJohn of Jerusalem Eye Hospital Group to supporttheirvital

work. To recognise your generosity and support, The Great Priory of Knights Templaris sendinga
limited-edition Swift tie/lapel pin to every donor.

The Swiftpins are now being posted out but please bear with us as we are only in the office one day

per week to carry out this task so some deliveries will take longer than others. Thank you for your
patience.

The Knights Templar
20 for 2020 Appeal

Feksl Chwt b banm

Text KT2042020 to 70500 to donate £20

20 Tt 2020
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MBEF Festival 2021

12https://fundraising.mcf.org.uk/Appeal-KT2042020




East Lancashire Province, hosts of the 153rd Mark Benevolent Fund Annual Festival in 2021, have
produced a unique Souvenir Festival Calendar for the year 2021 and copies are now available.

These large, wall hanging calendars feature twelve contrasting prints of iconicsights in East Lancashire,
commencing with the beauty of PendleHill in January and ending with Manchester’s colourful Christmas
Market in December. The 12 original watercolours were painted by Annette Young overthe past four
years specially forthis calendarwithout cost to the Province. Calendars are priced at £10 each and all
proceeds will gotothe MBF.

So, let us brighten yourkitchen or office wall and at the same time provide much needed support for
our Mark Benevolent Fund. Why not purchase several more copiesto sendto friends and family at
Christmas?

Thank you very much for your support.

The calendar measures: 318mm x 228mm folded —318mm x 456mm open

To order:

By email: eastlancscalendars@gmail.com®® By telephone: 07766731307
Payment by cheque to East Lancs Mark 2021 Festival — post to:

East Lancs Calendars. 47 St Leonards Way, Woore, Crewe. CW3 9SS

Or contact them for electronic payment details

Anddon't forget, Stewardship, Badge and Festival orders can be places as well.
Click Here'* for the Stewardship and Festival Badge Form

Click Here'> for the updated complete Festival pack

Andyou can visit the Province of East Lancashire's website Here ¢

BBmailto:eastlancscalendars@gmail.com
14https://www.markmasonshall.org/images/news articles/2020/2021 MBE_Stewardship Badge Form.pdf
5http://download.mmh.org.uk/Complete Forms Pack Final 2021 - Updated 18.01.2021 (002).pdf

16http://www.wordpress.eastlancsmark.org/?p=11465




MBF Festival Stewardship Jewels Now Available

The new-look MBF Stewardship Jewels have now multiplied in numberand are available forthe
following Festivals:

2022 Surrey?’

2023 West Yorkshire®
2024 Cheshire®®

2025 Oxfordshire?®

2026 Hampshire & IOW?*!
2027 Warwickshire??
2028 Somerset*

2030 Essex?*

7https://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2022-surrey-mbf-festival-stewardship-form-2 /viewdocument
18https://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2023-west-yorkshire-mbf-festival-stewardship-
form/viewdocument
Bhttps://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2024-cheshire-mbf-festival-stewardship-form-
2/viewdocument
20https://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2025-oxfordshire-mbf-festival-stewardship-form-
2/viewdocument
21https://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2026-hants-iow-mbf-festival-stewardship-form-
2/viewdocument
22https://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2027-warwickshire-mbf-festival-stewardship-form-
2/viewdocument
23https://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2028-somerset-mbf-festival-stewardship-form-
2/viewdocument
24https://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2030-essex-mbf-festival-stewardship-form-2/viewdocument
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We reported recently that the new style MBF Festival Stewardship is aimed principally, (but not
exclusively), at members of each host Festival Province.

In return for a qualifying donation of £100, each Steward will be entitled to:
e AdistinctiveStewards’ breastjewel, yearbarand pocketjewel holder.

¢ Inclusionoftheirnameinthe Festival Stewards’ Roll of Honourin the Festival booklet



e Andforindividuals makingtheirfirst donation underthe scheme, qualification as a Life
Governorof the Mark Benevolent Fund —the first step on the ladder of honorifics.

Monies raised by the take-up of Festival Stewardships will, of course, be included in each respective
Festival total.

Helping to Combat Covid

COVID Symptom Tracker

At the start of Lockdown the Grand Secretary, R.W.Bro. Ryan A. Williams, P.G.J.W., shared the
COVID Symptom Study?® app.

As local lockdowns and UK cases increase, with over 4 million users, thisappis a useful source of
information regarding the situationinyourarea, as well as being a portal through which people of all

agesand backgrounds are joining togetherto fight COVID, supportthe NHS, help scientificresearch and
help getus out of lockdown safely.

Business as usual for the Staff@86

25https://covid.joinzoe.com/




Staff fromthe 4th Floor at Mark Masons' Hall have returned to working from home but all departments
and teams are available viaemail and telephoneto help and supportas usual.
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