COVID-SAFER |
UK |
2020
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Welcome toyournews and information update forthe progressive/companion Orders of Freemasonry
administered from Mark Masons' Hall, 86 St James's Street.

This bulletinisemailed to all 'leaders'in the Provinces, Districts & Divisions and their Secretariats.

Please share this content with your members by forwarding this email or letthem know that it's
available on the MMH website.

If you don't currently receive this email directly but would like to subscribe please email
communications@mmh.org.uk?

Imailto:communications @ mmh.org.uk




The Mark Benevolent Fund Annual Review

Benevolent
Fund

2020
Annual
Review
The MBF Annual Review gives a clear overview of the activities of the MBF in 2020 and is the firsttime

we have put all of the informationin one document.

As youwill see from the information within, even inayear not withoutits challenges the generosity and
continued hard work of our Mark Brethren shines through.

Thank you for supportingthe MBF with such greatenthusiasm. Your dedication to charitable causes
makes the MBF the successthat itis.

You can read the full review by clicking Here?
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Mark Benevolent Fund Laptop Donation
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Yorkshire Air Ambulance welcomes two new Rapid Response Vehicles
to their fleet
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When dealing with the most serious majortraumasin Yorkshire, time is of the essence andiitis
paramountthat the Yorkshire Air Ambulance Critical Care Team canreach their patientsinthe quickest
way possible.

Yorkshire Air Ambulance is delighted toannounce that they have introduced two custom-built Skoda
Kodiaq Rapid Response Vehicles to their fleet of life-saving vehicles which will enable the Charity to
extend its operations during adverse weather conditions, when their aircraft are offline for routi ne
servicingand when, insome circumstances, itis quickerto getto the patient by road than by air.



The two new vehicles were custom-built to meet the needs of the airambulance service and they are
fully capable of carrying the same life-saving equipment found in both our helicopters, enabling the

Yorkshire Air Ambulance crew to bringthe same expert care to the scene of an incident as they do with
theiraircraft.

One of the vehicles will be based at the Yorkshire Air Ambulance Nostell airbaseand th e other at their
North Yorkshire Topcliffe airbase, allowing the Charity to service the entirety of Yorkshire when patients
require the specialist skills of their Critical Care Team.

Peter Sunderland, Yorkshire Air Ambulance Chairman, said: “We are absolutely delighted to welcome
two new rapid response carsto our fleet of life-saving vehicles. These cars will make a huge difference
to our operationsinadverse weather conditions andin places unreachable by aircraft, enabling us to

provide swift medical interventions that could have a major impact on a patient’s chance of survival and
subsequent quality of life.

None of this would have been possible without the generosity of the Mark Benevolent Fund, Henry
Surtees Foundation, Morrisons Foundation and the Te sco Bags of Help scheme in York, who have kindly
sponsored the vehicles.”



Matt Syrat, YAA Clinical Operations Manager, said: “The capabilities of our new rapid response vehicles
will allow usto be able to getto patients during periods of aircraft downtime or extreme weather which
renderflyingimpossible, ensuring we can deliver prehospital care in the right place and at the right
time.”

Darren Coleman-Heald, Charities Manager at the Mark Benevolent Fund, said: “The Mark Benevolent
Fundis delighted to have joined forces once again with our partners at the Yorkshire Air Ambulan ce.
This all-important project and the vehicle provided reach deep into the heart of your community and
will be a certainlifelineto many. The Mark Benevolent Fund is the official charity of the Grand Lodge of
Mark Master Masons, the third largest branch of Freemasonry. Our 35,000 members will be pleased to
know that their donations are being used wisely, helping those in need and saving lives right across
Yorkshire.”

Nick Smith, Executive Director of Operations at Yorkshire Ambulance Service NHS Trust, said: “The long-
standing partnership we have with YAAisagreat assetfor the Yorkshire region and the addition of these
two rapid response vehicles at YAA will extend the reach of the Critical Care Team to treat more patients
whoare ina serious orlife-threatening condition.”

Yorkshire Air Ambulance (YAA)serves 5 million people across Yorkshire and carries out over 1,500
missions every year. The Charity operates two, state-of-the-art Airbus H145 helicopters and needs to
raise £12,000 every dayto keep savinglives.




For more information, please contact Yorkshire Air Ambulance PR and Communications Officer,
JessicaMcDonnell on j.mcdonnell@yaa.org.uk

¢ YAAisanindependent Charity which needs toraise £12,000 every single day to keep both of
Yorkshire’sairambulancesinthe airand maintained. Thisis equivalentto £4.4million eachyear.

e The YAA providesalifesaving rapid response emergency service to 5million people across 4
million acres of Yorkshire.

e The YAA operatestwo Airbus H145 Helicopters, G-YAACand G-YOAA, from Nostell Priory near
Wakefield and from RAF Topcliffe near Thirsk.

e Theserviceisoperational 7daysa week, 365 days a year.

e Trauma patientsare transferred to the nearest majortrauma centre, flying at speeds of up to
160mph.

e The Yorkshire Air Ambulance paramedics are seconded from Yorkshire Ambulance Service NHS
Trust.

e The Yorkshire Air Ambulance is currently starringin the Discovery Channelseries ‘Helicopter ER’
whichis broadcast on Channel Really.

e The YAA currently attends well over 1,500 incidents ayear, an average of 4 every single day.

e To date over 8,000 patients have been carried torelevant treatment centres, often forlife -
savingtreatment.

e Each of the YAA helicoptersis currently available foran average of 10 hours per day, with
availability extendingto 15 hours per day during the summer months.

e Theaverage dispatchtimeisaround 2 to 3 minutes. Thisisfromthe 999 call cominginto the
helicoptertaking off for departure.

e 90% of Yorkshire inhabitants live within a 20-minute flying time from either of the YAA’s two
airbases.

e IfeveryadultinYorkshire gave the YAA £1 peryear, they would have the money needed to keep
theminthe airand savinglives.



Leicestershire & Rutland Mark donate £2,000 to Guide Dogs

Peter Gibson-Leitch writes: Ata 2019 meeting of The Progress Lodge of Installed Mark Masters No.

1786, the then Worshipful Master, Bro.John Reynolds held araffle which raised £300 with the intention
of donatingitto Guide Dogs (formerly known as Guide Dogs for the Blind) whose representatives were
due to pay a visittothe April 2020 ‘white table’ meeting of the Lodge to talk about the wonderful work
they do. Sadly, the impacts of the pandemic prompted a postponement.

Whilstitremainsthe firmintention to host Guide Dogs as soon as it’s feasibleand safe to do so, the
Provincial Grand Master R.W.Bro. Phil Mann, wishingto supplementthe original £300 by a further
£1,700 from the Provincial Grand Master’s Discretionary Fund, didn’t wish to delay any longerin getting
the donationtothe Guide Dogs so they can apply it straightaway to whereit’s needed; and a total
donation of £2,000 has now beensentto Frank Lynn who represents the Guide Dogs Volunteer Groupin
thisarea.

In Frank’s thank you letterto John Reynolds he expresses his delight ......“On behalf of Guide Dogs,
please convey a massive thank you to everyone atyour Lodge for the wonderful donation of £2,000, it is
greatly appreciated particularly during these very difficult times. Guide Dogs are almost entirely funded
by voluntary donations and receive only a small amount of Government funding, so your donation is
extremely helpful, and will be used to help supporta Guide Dog puppy through it’s first stage of training
to become a fully qualified Guide Dog, which will give a partially sighted person the freedom and
independence they deserve. On average it costs Guide Dogs around £55,000 to breed, train and support
each Guide Dog through its entire working life, so once again many, many thanks foryoursupport.”

When a date isfinally confirmed for Frank and his colleagues and dogs to pay theirvisitto one of
Progress Lodge’s meetings, aninvitation will be extended to Mark Masons and their wives and partners
to jointhe Lodge members at what promises to be a heart-warming gathering -and a chance to fuss
overthe dogs - followed by aluncheon.

R.W.Bro. Phil expresses his thanks to the members of The Progress Lodge and also to many other of our
Mark Masons for theirgenerous contributions to the Discretionary Fund which has made this donation



possible. Yetanother marvellous gesture from the Mark Master Masons of Leicestershire and
Rutland.....thankyouall.....you have Marked Well.

Thank you
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TLC touches MMH's Finance Assistant

Mark Masons' Hall Finance Assistant, Millie Pilson, was delighted to hear how the simple giftof a TCL
teddy made such a bigdifference ata difficult time.

Millie writes: "The nurses gave my friend's daughterthis gift when, at 3 years old, she contracted COVID
symptoms. She was so happy and even wanted to give herlittle babyfriend one, sothe nurse kindly
gave her two. It meantso muchto themall. A bigthank you forthis donation and well done to Mayday
hospital forlooking after her.

Thanks a milliontothe Freemasons who support this greatendeavour. You're very kind x".



Essex Mark Brethren prepare to immerse themselves in the Flood

S Provincial Grand Lodge of
5] Mark Master Masons
ESSEX

Presenting the third in a series of Zoom lectures to
interest and inform.
Starting at 7.30pm on the 26th February 2021 with
a fascinating talk from
R.W. Bro Brian Vickers, PG.1W, P.Prov.G.5.W, R.AM.G.R.
entitled:

A brief History of the
Ancient and Honourable Degree of
Royal Ark Mariner &
Matters relating
to the Flood

This presentation is open to all and is limited to
a maximum of 100 attendees. Invitations will be
issued on a first come, first served basis.

To book your place on this presentation, email to
EssexMarkComms@gmail.com




Read all about it - a round-up of Newsletters from our Orders

The London Mallet

Click Here3to read the full Newsletter

Northamptonshire and Huntingdonshire Mark Risings

The RLSLAOS
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Newsletter

Click Here*to read the full Newsletter

3https://sg-
mktg.com/MTYxMjA4MDE1NnxIUF9IWWJFSU4tNO5weDZIMUpkQW5TNTdOaGM1dXVlelpMbzhoQU1lgbmFYVjNoe
UNgN2N2ROdKTFplRFhscUhCbVZpNXNs NHhscmZUZUJacTBNRGZYRO5HUk5hecmt6¢cDZ3X2JOUHRZeH Vaamt3TVI4Zz
BIWDZpdlg3MXJgTEtGaTIHLTY2Y1NfoWo4R0g5eld3aHFvbEdOZXhLS1h5V2tMS2ZPYzRCeGZFZVZucXJXQjNsMzIlOSm
03cC1YZUSESEIUUOZWMGpPEemM9BMTdZUOgXxRmMFTYOswcESMT3NHcVMxXzd6NmdCbEVrOHJIXOXdENnFyM210aE9
mTGJhVDVWem1RelpoTXJYVXdIZES1fPOLG DRkIROLbRDzJSObN-OR4UniJeD2s8yHZtigqtS
4https://mailchi.mp/08c918e79a44/northants -hunts-mark-masonry?e=6aflcd4231




Devon & Cornwall RCC's Constantine Times
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Click Here> to read the full Newsletter

London AMD deliver A Shot in the Arm

A Shot 'n the Arm

Click Here®to read the full Newsletter

Shttp://download.mmh.org.uk/Newsletter RCC D&C V2.pdf
6https://amdlondon.org/images/pdf/SITA/SITA1.pdf




Across Social Media

West Yorkshire post a new video highlighting the magic of the Mark
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https://sway.office.com/IAInNZXdIXmhOxN Y#content=f7ylYB7jOiy4cx

On YouTube - London's Knights Templar receive a talk on the Teutonic Knights

https://youtu.be/BJ7X iuUHOQ

On Facebook - Oxfordshire Mark promote their MBF Festival 2025 Merchandise
Embed://<iframe
src="https://www.facebook.com/plugins/post.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww .facebook.com%2FOxfo
rdshireMark%2Fposts%2F751702992149578&width=500&show_text=true&height=683&appld"
width="500" height="683" style="border:none;overflow:hidden" scrolling="no" frameborder="0"

allowfullscreen="true" allow="autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; picture-in-picture; web-
share'"></iframe>

West Kent Freemasons explore the experiences of their Mark Brethren

Embed://<iframe
src="https://www.facebook.com/plugins/post.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww .facebook.com%2Fwest
kentmasons.org.uk%2Fphotos%2Fa.607416626397325%2F1094156547723328%2F&width=500&show_t
ext=true&height=634&appld" width="500" height="634" style="border:none;overflow:hidden"
scrolling="no" frameborder="0" allowfullscreen="true" allow="autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-
media; picture-in-picture; web-share"></iframe>

On Twitter - Do any other Provinces have their own Radio Show?
http://twitter.com/statuses/135733811066578944 1




Not seeing your news? Join us on Social Media

Social Mediaisbecominganincreasingly important platform forhow we getto hearabout what is going
on furtherafieldinall of our Orders. If your Province/District/Division has a Facebook Page/Group or

Twitter Feed, orif you representa Masonic Club or Society linked to our Orders, please send us aninvite
to joinor follow you.

We can be found at:
Facebook - Mark Secretariat” - Thisis the contact account for the Mark Masons' Hall Facebook Page?®
Twitter - @MarkMasonsHall®

Or you can email us at communications@mmh.org.uk*®

The Shop@86 is open for online orders via the website

Click Here!! to visit the Shop@86 website
Please note: During the current Government Lockdown restrictions, therewillbe limited access to Mark
Masons' Hall. As a resultthere will be delays to the despatch of orders, which will take place on a weekly

basis, normally on a Tuesday. Customers will be notified via email once theirorder has been despatched.
For enquiries aboutyourorder please email ordersinfo@mmh.org.uk*?

"https://www.facebook.com/mmh.secretariat.3
8https://www.facebook.com/MarkMasonsHall/
Shttps://twitter.com/MarkMasonsHall
Omailto:communications @mmbh.org.uk
Uhttps://www.shopat86.co.uk/
2maijlto:ordersinfo@mmh.org.uk




The KT 20 for 2020 Appeal has now raised over £45,500 and continues
to grow

Please note that the MCF, who are handling donations to this appeal, have moved their payment
collectionsite from the Everyday Hero platformto that of Just Giving. This doesn'timpact how you

make your donation but unfortunatelyit isn't possible for us to setthe amount of your donation
automatically to £20. The defaultsetby the website is £30 and you will need to adjust it down.

You can supportthe Eye Hospital by makinga £20 donation. Just Click Here'3 or use the Text Donate
facility below.

100% of donations will be givento the StJohn of Jerusalem Eye Hospital Group to support theirvital
work. To recognise your generosity and support, The Great Priory of Knights Templaris sendinga
limited-edition Swift tie/lapel pin to every donor.

The Swiftpins are now being posted out but please bear with us as we are only in the office one day
per week to carry out this task so some deliveries will take longer than others. Thank you for your
patience.

B3https://fundraising.mcf.org.uk/Appeal-K12042020




The Knights Templar
20 for 2020 Appeal
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MBF Festival 2021

East Lancashire Province, hosts of the 153rd Mark Benevolent Fund Annual Festival in 2021, have
produced a unique Souvenir Festival Calendar for the year 2021 and copies are now available.

These large, wall hanging calendars feature twelve contrasting prints of iconicsightsin East Lancashire,
commencing with the beauty of Pendle Hill in January and ending with Manchester’s colourful Christmas
Market in December. The 12 original watercolours were painted by Annette Young overthe past four
years specially for this calendarwithout cost to the Province. Calendars are priced at £10 each and all
proceeds will gotothe MBF.

So, letus brighten yourkitchen or office wall and at the same time provide much needed supportfor
our Mark Benevolent Fund. Why not purchase several more copiesto sendtofriends and family at
Christmas?

Thank you very much for your support.



FovEast Lamaibien Mark
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The calendar measures: 318mm x 228mm folded —318mm x 456mm open

To order:

By email: eastlancscalendars@gmail.com?* By telephone: 07766731307
Payment by cheque to East Lancs Mark 2021 Festival — post to:

East Lancs Calendars. 47 St Leonards Way, Woore, Crewe. CW3 9SS

Or contact them for electronic payment details

Anddon't forget, Stewardship, Badge and Festival orders can be places as well.
Click Here'® for the Stewardship and Festival Badge Form

Click Here® for the updated complete Festival pack

And you can visitthe Province of East Lancashire's website Here !’

Helping to Combat Covid

COVID Symptom Tracker

4mailto:eastlancscalendars@gmail.com
LShttps://www.markmasonshall.org/images/news_articles/2020/2021 MBF_Stewardship__Badge Form.pdf
16http://download.mmh.org.uk/Complete Forms Pack Final 2021 - Updated 18.01.2021 (002).pdf
http://www.wordpress.eastlancsmark.org/?p=11465




At the start of Lockdown the Grand Secretary, R.W.Bro. Ryan A. Williams, P.G.J.W., shared the
COVID Symptom Study*®app.

As local lockdowns and UK cases increase, with over 4 million users, thisappisauseful source of
information regardingthe situationinyourarea, as well as being a portal through which people of all

ages and backgrounds are joining togetherto fight COVID, supportthe NHS, help scientificresearch and
help getus out of lockdown safely.

Business as usual for the Staff @86

Staff fromthe 4th Floor at Mark Masons' Hall have returned to working from home but all departments
and teams are available viaemail and telephoneto help and support as usual.

18https://covid.joinzoe.com/




Mark Masons' Hall is pleased to be




