Freemasonry@86 News - 23 December
2020

Welcome toyournews and information update forthe progressive/companion Orders of
Freemasonry administered from Mark Masons' Hall, 86 St James's.

This bulletinisemailed to all 'leaders'in the Provinces, Districts & Divisions and their Secretariats.

Please share this content with your members by forwarding this email or let them know that it's
available on the MMH website.

If you don't currently receive this email directly but would like to subscribe please email
communications@mmh.org.uk?

Christmas wishes from all of us at Mark Masons' Hall

As the year comesto a close we take this opportunity to share this video with you and send you our
best wishes forthe festive season. We look forward to resuming activitiesin 2021.

Imailto:communications @ mmh.org.uk




https://sway.office.com/aBcqVQq5BLQ1cX)7#content=Gm U60qTIDJODsu

Last week we reported on the £4,000 MBF Grant forthis scheme. Here Peter Gibson-Leitch,
Prov.G.Sec., Leicestershire & Rutland tells us about the results.

Justa quick noteto let you know whata truly marvellous morning we all had yesterday organisin g
and delivering 160 Festive Hampers to our mostvulnerable and widows. A truly wonderful Mark
success yet again and every single volunteer - be they suppliers, packers, loaders, marshalls or drivers
- cametogetherto deliver a fantasticteam effort.

From the first arrival of drivers at Lutterworth Masonic Hall at 9.30 a.m., a steady stream of nearly
fifty vehicles were loaded and passed through in only an hour and ten minutes.

We’ve always been quite clear that what we did back in the spring with the Keystone Boxes and
again yesterday was a heartfelt gesture of affection and the brotherly love for those who sadly can
often be forgotten during challenging times, and by the many emails and calls we’ve taken since, it
was mission accomplished. Many were so moved to be remembered, the broad smiles and tears of
emotion in equal measure were much in evidence at the doorsteps.

Our Provincial Grand Master, R.W.Bro. Phil Mann was in attendance throughout the morning and
later in the day expressed his thanks to the whole team of volunteers ......”Hope everyone got back
safeand sound. Well done and thank you to the wholeteam again!1’m sure you’ve put smiles on the
faces of the Ladies and Brethren who received a visit and made their Christmas a lot brighter. The
Mark does it at any time of the year!!| wish you all a happy, safe and joyful Christmas and may we
all meetup againin what | hope will be a saferand normal 2021. Keep smiling.”

Our collective thanks from Phil and every one of the volunteers go to the M.B.F. forkindly agreeing to
fund the exercise.



MBF update from St John Ambulance

We were pleased to receivethe following update from ourfriends at St John Ambulance highlighting
the work they have been carrying out this year, with the help of the support they receive from the
MBF.

You can download a copy Here?
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And also from Dogs for Good

You can download a copy of the update and the 2020 Newsletter Here3
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Congratulations to W.Bro. Ralph Maxwell Craig, P.G.).D. the Mark Provinces of Kentand South &
East Caribbean who has been awarded the KMPT ‘Lifelong Achievement Award’ by the Kentand
Medway NHS and Social Care Partnership Trust.

Ralphtold Provincial Grand Master Archie Torrance that the award is now sitting proudly on his
mantlepiece athome. It came as a complete surprise. He knew he had been nominated butwhen he
turned up at the awards ceremony he asked where the other nominees were, only to be told thatit
was him that was the winner!

R.W.Bro. Torrance also sentus this article about Ralph's life that was published afew years ago
entitled: ‘Inspiring Journey of a Good Man’.

INSPIRING JOURNEY OF A GOOD MAM

BFgoam e i ¢ T {ipa SO A panes Ean 4 caed b W g L B T



Kent's MBF Festival 2020 Total Revised

Staying with Kent, Archie Torrance was very pleased to announce "that our 2020 Festival forthe
Mark Benevolent Fund was even more successful than we thought. The revised total is £2,057,000,
whichisa very special numbergiventhat Kent will next host an MBF Festival inthe year 2057. Now

there'sathing!".

Middlesex Mark working with The Salvation Army

V.W.Bro. Steve Vanhinsbergh, Dep.Prov.G.M., Middlesex, tells us:

Provincial Grand Lodge of

MARK MASTER MASONS OF MIDDLESEX

At the startof the pandemic we delivered a “thank you” box forcare workers ata number of care
homes around the Province.



As weentered the latest round of shutdowns we look again at what was needed and after
conversations with the Salvation Army we have sentthem a £1,500 donation to provide circa 300
welcome packs for homeless people in one of their residential centres (Lifehouses) that caters for the
homeless within the Mark Province of Middlesex.

The only “Lifehouse” that would fit the above request is located in Whitechapeland we have
suggested that once the covid restriction permits that we would like to visit and see the facility and
discuss what we may be able to assist with in the future.

Centurian takes the Chair

Athelstan Lodge of Mark Master Masons No. 958 meetingin Topsham, Devonshire, met on the 18th
of December 2020 fora very special, if not unique Installation of Bro. Ken Winfield who celebrated
his 100th birthdayinJune of thisyear.

Born in 1920, justafterthe last great pandemic, W.Bro. Ken was Initiated into the Wainuiomata
Lodge No. 379 in Wellington, NewZealand in 1956 where he worked forthe Ford Motor
Company. He continued his Masonry when he moved back to Englandin 1959 and joined Mark

Masonry in 1985, and so it has taken him 35 yearsto rise to the Masters Chair. “Well, it’s about time
I didit” he said!

Duringthe meetingletters of congratulations wereread including one from the Grand Master of the
Degree, HRH Prince Michael of Kent.

Due to the currentsituation, the ceremony was slightly modified to comply with Governmentand

Grand Lodge instructions and thanks must go to the Topsham Hall Committee for makingthe hall
Covid safe and available for use.




The "Cryptic" at Christmas

Companions of the Royal and Select Master, sometimes referred to as the CrypticRite, received the
following Christmas message from the Grand Chaplain, V.lll.Comp. DrVivian Thomas, JP, along with
the bestwishes of the Grand Master, M.1ll.Comp. KessickJohn Jones.

“And | said to the man who stood at the gate of the year”
“Give me lightthat | may tread safely into the unknown”

And he replied: “Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God, that shall be to
you betterthan light and safer than a known way”

So, I wentforth and, finding the hand of God, trod gladly into the night.

We have experienced ayearunlike any other. King George VI, in his Christmas broadcast of 1939,
could neverhave envisaged the horrors that were to befall thisand other nations overthe ensuing
six years. Yes, there were hardships, deaths and starvations, but the pastyear has given us a more
chillingcommand than ever we might have expected. “You must now self-isolate”.

We are not solitary creatures; we scarce can exist without contact with our fellows. Butimages of
forlornand desperate faces, peeringintheirloneliness through curtained windows, will surely haunt
us foryears to come. Why can’t | hug my mother, why can’t | hold my father’s hand as he slips away,
unloved and alone? How cruel these past months have been.

There now appears a glimmerof lightinthe gloomy tunnel we presently occupy, but still we are
faced with further limitationsin ourfreedom. How large can our “bubble” be before itbursts? The
doom-sayers stilltalk of increasing numbers of cases and deaths, whilst the lonely and isolated
remainso, terrified, so often, of leaving the safety of theirown home.

We mustall rise to this challenge by putting forth our hand; not to touch the hand of God, not yet,
anyway!!' No, we can offerthe hand of friendship, evenif thathandisan email, ora telephone call,
or a Christmas card, to someone who we know to be on their own. A gentle reminderthatthey are
not forgotten, thatthere remains that eternal spark of hope that the night will pass behind usand



we shall be able to say with the utmost conviction “O death where istheysting, O grave where is thy
victory”?

Let uswho are able, give hope tothe helpless, the widow and the widower, the bereaved and those

whose needs are greaterthan our own, so that we may all enjoy this Christmas and tread gladly into
the nextyear.

And staying with the R.S.M.

In the District of west Yorkshire, the recently appointed District Grand Master, R.1ll.Comp. Fraser
McPherson, hosted aninformal gettogetherviaZoom on the evening of the 16th December.

A full reportis on theirwebsite Here*

On Sunday, 20 December, The Grand Sovereign, Graham LeslieFlight, G.C.C., and Knightsfrom
across the Order of the Red Cross of Constantine were welcomed by the Division of South Wales and
Monmouthshire at theirvirtual Christmas service. The evening of readings and carols was hosted by
I1l.Kt. NigelLloyd Angell,JP, P.G.St.B.(L.)., Deputy-Intendant General In Charge, who only afew days
earlierhad beeninformed thatit was the Grand Sovereign's pleasure to appoint him as Intendant -
General forthe Division from adate to be confirmedinthe New Year.

In support were lll.Kt. John Steward and W.Kt. Adrian Thomas, with readings from R.III.Kt. Paul
Clement, K.C.C., lll.Kt. Geraint Puw, and P.Kt. Barry Stubbings, while Prayers were delivered by IlI.Kt.
Richard Edwards and Il.Kt. VivThomas gave the Address.

Thank youto all involved for putting on avery enjoyable and festive event.

4http://rsmwyorks.com/district-informal-zoom-get-together-16th-december-2020




Nadolig Llawen

Happy Christmas -

Across Social Media

On Facebook - Brother. The Masonic Podcast kick off season 3 with a very special

guest.

Embed://<iframe

src="https://www.facebook.com/plugins/post.php?href=https% 3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fb
rothermasonic%2Fposts%2F730776137541521&width=500&show_text=true&height=729&appld"
width="500" height="729" style="border:none;overflow:hidden" scrolling="no" frameborder="0"

allowfullscreen="true" allow="autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; picture-in-picture; web-
share'"></iframe>

And the Mark Province of Warwickshire receive a toast from Santa

Embed://<iframe

src="https://www.facebook.com/plugins/post.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww .facebook.com%2F
WarwickshireMark%2Fposts%2F2688602994785528&width=500&show_text=true&height=608&app
Id" width="500" height="608" style="border:none;overflow:hidden" scrolling="no" frameborder="0"

allowfullscreen="true" allow="autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; picture-in-picture; web-
share'"></iframe>

On Twitter - The Mark Province of Staffordshire and Shropshire hold a Christmas Party
http://twitter.com/statuses/1341112851721797635

And, the A.M.D. District of London release their latest newsletter
http://twitter.com/statuses/1340637727142899713

On YouTube - Freemasons Without Borders explore The Societas
Rosicruciana In Anglia (SRIA)




https://youtu.be/77qtXI14P9s

Not seeing your news? Join us on Social Media

Social Mediais becominganincreasingly important platform for how we getto hearabout whatis
goingon furtherafieldinall of our Orders. If your Province/District/Division has a Facebook
Page/Group or Twitter Feed, orif you representa Masonic Club or Society linked to our Orders,
please send usaninvite tojoin or follow you.

We can be found at:
Facebook - Mark Secretariat®- Thisis the contact account for the Mark Masons' Hall Facebook Page®
Twitter - @MarkMasonsHall”

Or you can email us at communications@mmh.org.uk®

MBF Festival 2021

East Lancashire Province, hosts of the 153rd Mark Benevolent Fund Annual Festival in 2021, have
produced a unique Souvenir Festival Calendar for the year 2021 and copies are now available.

These large, wall hanging calendars feature twelve contrasting prints of iconicsightsin East
Lancashire, commencing with the beauty of Pendle Hillin January and ending with Manchester’s
colourful Christmas Marketin December. The 12 original watercolours were painted by Annette
Young overthe past fouryears specially forthis calendar without cost to the Province. Calendars are
priced at £10 each and all proceeds will go to the MBF.

Shttps://www.facebook.com/mmh.secretariat.3
6https://www.facebook.com/MarkMasonsHall/
"https://twitter.com/MarkMasonsHall
8mailto:communications @mmbh.org.uk




So, let us brighten your kitchen or office wall and at the same time provide much needed support for
our Mark Benevolent Fund. Why not purchase several more copies to send to friends and family at
Christmas?

Thank you very much for your support.

The calendar measures: 318mm x 228mm folded —318mm x 456mm open

To order:

By email: eastlancscalendars@gmail.com® By telephone: 07766731307
Payment by cheque to East Lancs Mark 2021 Festival — post to:

East Lancs Calendars. 47 St Leonards Way, Woore, Crewe. CW3 9SS

Or contact them for electronic payment details

Anddon't forget, Stewardship, Badge and Festival orders can be places as well.
Click Here'® for the Stewardship and Festival Badge Form

Click Here'! for the complete Festival pack

And you can visitthe Province of East Lancashire's website Here 12

The KT 20 for 2020 Appeal has now passed £43,000 and continues
to raise money

Please note that the MCF, who are handling donations to this appeal, have moved their payment
collectionsite from the Everyday Hero platformto that of Just Giving. This doesn'timpact how you
make your donation but unfortunatelyit isn't possible forus to setthe amount of your donation
automatically to £20. The defaultsetby the website is £30 and you will need to adjust it down.

9mailto:eastlancscalendars@gmail.com
1O0https://www.markmasonshall.org/images/news_articles/2020/2021 MBF_Stewardship Badge Form.pdf
Uhttps://www.markmasonshall.org/images/news_articles/2020/2021 MBF_Festival Complete Forms Pack.p
df

12http://www.wordpress.eastlancsmark.org/?p=11465




You can supportthe Eye Hospital by makinga £20 donation. Just Click Here 3 or use the Text Donate
facility below.

100% of donations will be given to the StJohn of Jerusalem Eye Hospital Group to support theirvital

work. To recognise your generosity and support, The Great Priory of Knights Templaris sendinga
limited-edition Swift tie/lapel pin to every donor.

The Swiftpins are now being posted out but please bear with us as we are only in the office one
day per week to carry out this task so some deliveries will take longer than others. Thank you for

your patience.
The Knights Templar
4 20 for 2020 Appeal

Text KT2042020 to 70500 to donate £20

AN miries donaled wiiis saxl pumban go lewands the The Knights Tenplas
20 for 2020 Apgeal

Fof a deod donaton, pou w il be dramied for ong standed o metcago s yo donatan
al B4, Blwags gotihe b prvers promssnn, The Bebal Chost wil resive 1905 of yeur
il 1 yeu g el ween! o i codpcted by b in e Rilore, ad il mn_‘gm:;};&
whes teating your dosatbon. A donabions. ane administaned by the Sels? Cheat Scheme
piararal Cranty Ry wlered Chanty Mo, 2018425 Tl dueslicn balpbne, 029 1148 5352
Pl f b Clhrinfvabsba F o o Craiiy For. 3188705 Canguarny bla 751506

60 Gread Queen Streel | Londen | WE2B 5AZ | wwew mealonguk

The Shop@86 will re-open for online orders from Monday, 4
January

Bhttps://fundraising.mcf.org.uk/Appeal-KT2042020




Helping to Combat Covid

COVID Symptom Tracker

At the start of Lockdown the Grand Secretary, R.W.Bro. Ryan A. Williams, P.G.J.W., shared the
COVID Symptom Study** app.

As local lockdowns and UK cases increase, with over 4 million users, this appis auseful source of
information regarding the situationinyourarea, as well as being a portal through which people of all
ages and backgrounds are joining togethertofight COVID, supportthe NHS, help scientificresearch
and help get us out of lockdown safely.

14https://covid.joinzoe.com/




Mark Masons' Hall is pleased to be




