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We are deeplysaddened by the news of the death of His Royal Highness The Prince Philip, Duke of
Edinburgh.

Our thoughts and prayers are with Her Majesty The Queen and members of the Royal Family at this
difficult time.



Welcome to your news and information update forthe progressive/companion Orders of Freemasonry
administered from Mark Masons' Hall, 86 St James's Street.

This bulletinis emailed to all 'leaders'in the Provinces, Districts & Divisions and theirSecretariats.

Please share this content with your members by forwarding this email or letthem know that it's
available on the MMMH website.

If you don't currently receive this email directly but would like to subscribe please email
communications@mmh.org.uk?

Thisweek R.W.Bro. Ryan A Williams, P.G.J.W.,Grand Secretary, was pleased to share the following
information with members of all Orders administered from Mark Masons' Hall.

Imailto:communications @ mmh.org.uk
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Click Here? to download a copy of the letter.

2http://download.mmh.org.uk/07.04.21 Guidanceon applyingthe Discounton Annual Dues payablein September

2021 - FINAL.pdf



Octogenarian plays with fire

On Friday, 11 June W.Bro. Brian Allen of Vale of Avon Lodge of M.M.M. No. 867 (Hampshire and Isle of
Wight) has have accepted the challenge totake partina Fire Walk outside the Guildhallin Salisbury.

Thisinvolves walking overhot coalsin bare feetand sponsorshipisinaid of the Salisbury Hospice
Charity. The eventisinthe eveningand all are welcome to Brian me on.

It costs £2.2 million peryearto provide and run all the services that the Salisbury Hospice offers. Like all
charities suffering during COVID-19they are desperate for funds. Theirservices are so essential to local

people during end of life care, and their families and friends. All of the services are free to patients and

carers. Over 1000 people ayearare helped, both inthe Hospice and the wider community.

Overthe past few years Brian has managed to raise over £5000 through sponsorship;takingup
challenges such as a tandem parachute jump overSalisbury Plain, a 10 mile midnight walk around the

city, a zip wire descent overaslate quarry in Wales, and abseiling down the Spinniker Towerin
Portsmouth.

All of this has been a pleasure to complete to benefit such aworthwhile charity as Salisbury Hospice.

Not content with this, on 28 August Brianis goingto attempt the Camino de Santiago 150 kilometer
pilgrim walk, or St James's walk. Not bad for someone who willturn 82 in May.



How do you solve the problem of launching a MBF Festival during
lockdown?

The Brethren of the Mark Province of Oxfordshire have had to deal with this question and find a solution
to gettheir Festival back ontrack for 2025.

The President of the 157th MBF Annual Festival 2025, Oxfordshire, R.W.Bro. lan Wright, Prov.G.M.,
challenged the Chairof the Festival V.W.Bro. Barry Prior and the Festival Committee. The task was
taken on board by Bro. Mocky Khan and his Festival Marketingand Communications Team. Thisis what
theydid.

The Relaunch Event had to be treated as a ‘must-attend, can you afford to miss this event!’ The
momentum and excitement were created by ‘save the date’, personal invites and ‘only 24 hours to go’
emails.




The 167th MBF Annual Festival 2025,
Oxfordshire Virtual Retaunch
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The Relaunch Event was planned overthree nights overzoom (othervideo conferencing services
available), 6th, 7th, and 8th April.

Tire Feativa] Losrmines Pl

Festival Relaunch Event: 6™, 7", 8" April 2021

The Provincial Grand Master welcomed Brethren and shared funny personal stories of attending other
Festivals and stated that Festivals Weekends are one of the highlights of any Masonicyear.



We

https.//sway.office.com/dsP3BDUkhAYEVVFP#content=Yc2NANCv4m Qplf

One of the biggestreveals and most anticipated moment was where the venue for the Festivalwould
be. We needed avenue thatwould appeal and showcase the beautiful city of Oxford. The Examination
Schoolsisthe firmfavourite. The Brethren were very happy with the choice.

Festival Venue
St July 2025
Egamingtipn Schools

lorsd Schant

The Festival is about raising much needed funds but at the core, is to have fun. To provide the

entertainment and to kickstart the fundraising, our Fundraising Team were introduced and put to
action!
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The types of events that Lodges and Brethren could hold were given, one suggestion was ‘Sumo

Wrestling’, but I think that was more to stitch up the Prov.G.M.! Plus, our Festival Merchandise was
showcased.

The Festival Committee is tasked with planning and delivering the Festivalin 2025. Hopefully, fellow
Oxfordshire Brethren will volunteerto help out.
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New for 2021, isthe reintroduction of the Festival Jewel. Many were wearing the Surrey Jewel for 2022
and were pleased that, when they receivethe Oxfordshire jewel, it can be worn until 2025.

Steward's Jewel
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No Masonicevent would be complete without araffle. The winners were appreciative of their Festival
Merchandise as prizes. The Brethren had a chance to pose questions about the Festival —there were
many questions about giftaid and honorifics. Our Festival President and Chair clearly know their stuff.
The event was concluded with the traditional 90’clock toast.
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The feedback fromthe Relaunch Event has been very positive, many Brethren have shown interestin
helpingthe committee and have already thought of fundraising events or how to contribute to the
Festival newsletter. Overthe three nights, over 150 Brethren attended which isagreatresult. As this

eventisthe first of many, the future of the 157th MBF Annual Festival 2025, Oxfordshire, looks bright
and, more importantly, back on track.

Please do check out www.oxonmbf2025.org.uk® for more information.
S&F,

Bro. Mocky Khan

Head of Festival Marketingand Comms for Oxfordshire.

Abbey Lodge of M.M.M. No. 225.

The Year Bars come as part of the Stewardship pack. They are nolongeravailable to purchase on their
own.

These are not designed to fiton the Festival Stewards BreastJewel. They are purely forcollarettes. If

you have a collarette, youslipthem overthe collarette material. Once in place, push the barat the back
which will crimpitto secureitin place.

3http://www.oxonmbf2025.org.uk/




The 2023 Stewards Jewels have been despatched this week.

Masonry Rhymes

The following poem by Bro. Ant Wilkins of St. Michael's Lodge of M.M.M. No. 175 (Cornwall) came to
our attention onsocial media.

You can visit his website Masonry Rhymes Here*

4https://www.masonryrhymes.co.uk/




MyMark  ewg

A master for a time,
Brethran, can you answer & guestion, if | should hark?
I'm looking for maore light, but nothing dull,
Fun and friendhy, not stuffy and stark.

Al'play taken partin, and an order joined,
A history of bullding, and creating out of stone, a key.
Welcomed with stamping and clapping, friendly and fun,
Join and you'll seet

My hand still present,
After presenting my proof.
Overseers, coercing, intimidating even,
Whilst they inspect, appearing aloof.

And now Fam amember,
Of another order, receiving yet more fight, and less dark
Because my worthy brethren,
| am-a masier mason, whio, has received his mark!

By Bro-Ant Wilkins
51 Michaels Lodge of Mark Mastar Megons Na 175,

Andthere'salsoa thisshort video about his poetry.

https://youtu.be/70INOPDjEaM




Change of date for the Annual Convocation of the Grand Senatus of
the Scarlet Cord

Hello Companions!

A veryimportant heads up for you. Subject (of course) to Government regulations staying close to the

roadmap we are currently following, Grand Senatus will be held at MMH on Thursday 2 Septemberat
12.30.

This will of course include the investiture of the 2021 Grand Rank recipients.

We also planto conduct two 4th Grade conferrals onthe day before, to process all those who have been
approved. Full details to follow.

On Friday 3 Septemberwe will be conducting one of probably three 5th Grade conferrals for 2021,
primarily (but not exclusively)for overseas Companions comingto London for Grand Senatus, assuming
thisis permissible.

I must reiterate again that thisis all subject to Government regulations beingin accordance with the
roadmap as it is currently known to us.

M.Dist.Comp. lan Currans, Grand Summus



Surrey Cord Newsletter
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Visits aroumd tive Frovincesand Districts
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Click Here® to download a copy.

Easter Across Social Media

On Facebook - Oxfordshire

Embed://<iframe
src="https://www.facebook.com/plugins/post.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FOxfo
rdshireMark%2Fposts%2F786675101985700&width=500&show_text=true&height=590&appld"
width="500" height="590" style="border:none;overflow:hidden" scrolling="no" frameborder="0"
allowfullscreen="true" allow="autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; picture-in-picture; web-
share"></iframe>

Cornwall

Embed://<iframe

src="https://www.facebook.com/plugins/post.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fw ww.facebook.com%2FPGL
MMMCornwall%2Fposts%2F1716946631809393&width=500&show_text=true&height=517&appld"
width="500" height="517" style="border:none;overflow:hidden" scrolling="no" frameborder="0"

Shttp://download.mmh.org.uk/Surrey Cord Newsletter Issue?2 - April 2021.pdf




allowfullscreen="true" allow="autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; picture-in-picture; web-
share"></iframe>

Cheshire

Embed://<iframe
src="https://www.facebook.com/plugins/post.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FChes
hireMarkMasterMasons%2Fposts%2F217044043504696&width=500&show_text=true&height=759&ap
pld" width="500" height="759" style="border:none;overflow:hidden" scrolling="no" frameborder="0"
allowfullscreen="true" allow="autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; picture-in-picture; web-
share"></iframe>

Kent

Embed://<iframe
src="https://www.facebook.com/plugins/post.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FKent
MarkMasterMasons%2Fposts%2F2878446245757469&width=500&show_text=true&height=549&appld
" width="500" height="549" style="border:none;overflow:hidden" scrolling="no" frameborder="0"
allowfullscreen="true" allow="autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; picture-in-picture; web-
share"></iframe>

On Twitter - MMH
http://twitter.com/statuses/1378625906575560706

Northumbria Widows Sons
http://twitter.com/statuses/1377902216988745733

Essex
http://twitter.com/statuses/1378659609917939714

Kent
http://twitter.com/statuses/1378645168618942470

Not seeing your news? Join us on Social Media

Social Mediais becominganincreasingly important platform forhow we getto hearabout whatis going
on furtherafieldinall of our Orders. If your Province/District/Division has a Facebook Page/Group or
Twitter Feed, orif you representaMasonic Club or Society linked to our Orders, please send us aninvite
to joinorfollowyou.

We can be found at:
Facebook - Mark Secretariat® - Thisis the contact account for the Mark Masons' Hall Facebook Page’

Twitter- @MarkMasonsHall®

Shttps://www.facebook.com/mmh.secretariat.3
"https://www.facebook.com/MarkMasonsHall/
8https://twitter.com/MarkMasonsHall




Or you can email us at communications@mmh.org.uk®

The Shop@86 is open for online orders via the website

Click Here!? to visit the Shop@86 website

Please note: Duringthe current Government Lockdown restrictions, there will be limited access to Mark
Masons' Hall. As a result there will be delays to the despatch of orders, which will take place onaweekly

basis, normally on a Tuesday. Customers will be notified viaemail once theirorderhas been despatched.
For enquiries about yourorder please email ordersinfo@mmh.org.uk?!?

The-shop

@
86

Smailto:communications @ mmh.org.uk
10https://www.shopat86.co.uk/
mailto:ordersinfo@mmh.org.uk




The KT 20 for 2020 Appeal has now raised over £46,000 and continues
to grow

Please note that the MCF, who are handling donations to this appeal, have moved their payment
collectionssite from the Everyday Hero platform to that of Just Giving. This doesn'timpact how you
make your donation but unfortunatelyit isn't possible for us to setthe amount of your donation
automatically to £20. The defaultsetby the website is £30 and you will need to adjust it down.

You can supportthe Eye Hospital by making a £20 donation. Just Click Here!? or use the Text Donate
facility below.

100% of donations will be given to the StJohn of Jerusalem Eye Hospital Group to supporttheirvital
work. To recognise your generosity and support, The Great Priory of Knights Templaris sendinga
limited-edition Swift tie/lapel pin to every donor.

The Swiftpins are now being posted out but please bear with us as we are only in the office one day
per week to carry out this task so some deliveries will take longer than others. Thank you for your

patience.
The Knights Templar
20 for 2020 Appeal

Text KT2042020 to 70500 to donate £20

Al manies donged LCI"‘IB raxl numbae G0 lowands e The Knights Teaplas
20 Tor 2020 Apged

Fit oot donatan, you vl be chajed Tor ong standaed tl restago D o donatan

¥ b v | emcodve 1005 o your

u Rl ki I.-o-cl.-_‘g\'n. HFG
Fohere

i vl dueslion alokne. 029
H'ﬁ i Chitatoh F uri ke Caity fu: 154.‘1.\3 Carrgutrry b CTS1EIE

60 Grog! Queen Street | Londen | WE2B 5AZ | www iraloiguk

12https://fundraising.mcf.org.uk/Appeal -KT2042020




MBF Festival 2021

East Lancashire Province, hosts of the 153rd Mark Benevolent Fund Annual Festival in 2021, have
produced a unique Souvenir Festival Calendarforthe year 2021 and copies are now available.

These large, wall hanging calendars feature twelve contrasting prints of iconicsightsin East Lancashire,
commencing with the beauty of PendleHill inJanuary and ending with Manchester’s colourful Christmas
Market in December. The 12 original watercolours were painted by Annette Young overthe pastfour
years specially forthis calendar without cost to the Province. Calendars are priced at £10 each and all
proceeds will gotothe MBF.

So, letus brighten your kitchen or office wall and at the same time provide much needed supportfor
our Mark Benevolent Fund. Why not purchase several more copies tosend to friends and family at
Christmas?

Thank you very much for your support.

The calendar measures: 318mm x 228mm folded —318mm x 456mm open

To order:



By email: eastlancscalendars@gmail.com?® By telephone: 07766731307
Payment by cheque to East Lancs Mark 2021 Festival — post to:

East Lancs Calendars. 47 St Leonards Way, Woore, Crewe. CW3 9SS

Or contact them for electronic payment details

And don't forget, Stewardship, Badge and Festival orders can be places as well.
Click Here*for the Stewardship and Festival Badge Form

Click Here!® for the updated complete Festival pack

And you can visit the Province of East Lancashire's website Here 16

MBF Festival Stewardship Jewels Now Available

The new-look MBF Stewardship Jewels have now multiplied in numberand are available forthe
following Festivals:

2022 Surrey!’

2023 West Yorkshire!®
2024 Cheshire??

2025 Oxfordshire?®

2026 Hampshire & IOW?!
2027 Warwickshire??

2028 Somerset?3

Bmailto:eastlancscalendars@gmail.com
14https://www.markmasonshall.org/images/news_articles/2020/2021 MBF_Stewardship__Badge Form.pdf
L5http://download.mmh.org.uk/Complete Forms PackFinal 2021 - Updated 18.01.2021 (002).pdf
16http://www.wordpress.eastlancsmark.org/?p=11465
7https://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2022-surrey-mbf-festival-stewardship-form-2 /viewdocument
18https://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2023-west-yorkshire-mbf-festival-stewardship-
form/viewdocument
Bhttps://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2024-cheshire-mbf-festival-stewardship-form-
2/viewdocument
20https://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2025-oxfordshire-mbf-festival-stewardship-form-
2/viewdocument
21https://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2026-hants-iow-mbf-festival-stewardship-form-
2/viewdocument
22https://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2027-warwickshire-mbf-festival-stewardship-form-
2/viewdocument
23https://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2028-somerset-mbf-festival-stewardship-form-

2/viewdocument



2030 Essex?*
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24https://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2030-essex-mbf-festival-stewardship-form-2/viewdocument
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We reported recently that the new style MBF Festival Stewardship is aimed principally, (but not
exclusively), at members of each host Festival Province.

In return for a qualifying donation of £100, each Steward will be entitled to:
e AdistinctiveStewards’ breastjewel, year barand pocketjewel holder.

¢ Inclusionoftheirname inthe Festival Stewards’ Roll of Honourin the Festival booklet



¢ Andforindividuals making their first donation underthe scheme, qualification as a Life
Governor of the Mark Benevolent Fund —the first step on the ladder of honorifics.

Monies raised by the take-up of Festival Stewardships will, of course, be included in each respective
Festival total.

Helping to Combat Covid

COVID Symptom Tracker

At the start of Lockdown the Grand Secretary, R.W.Bro. Ryan A. Williams, P.G.J.W., shared the
COVID Symptom Study?®° app.

As local lockdowns and UK cases increase, with over 4 million users, this appis a useful source of
information regardingthe situationinyourarea, as well as being a portal through which people of all

ages and backgrounds are joining togetherto fight COVID, supportthe NHS, help scientificresearch and
help getus out of lockdown safely.

Business as usual for the Staff@86

25https://covid.joinzoe.com/




Staff from the 4th Floorat Mark Masons' Hall have returned to working from home butall departments
and teams are available viaemail and telephoneto help and supportas usual.

WTHOR/




