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Freemasonry@86 News - 12 February

2021

Welcome toyournews and information update forthe progressive/companion Orders of
Freemasonry administered from Mark Masons' Hall, 86 St James's Street.

This bulletinis emailed to all 'leaders'in the Provinces, Districts & Divisions and their Secretariats.

Please share this content with your members by forwarding this email or let them know that it's
available on the MMH website.

If you don't currently receive this email directly but would like to subscribe please email
communications@mmh.org.uk?
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Stewardship takes on a new look
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The new style MBF Festival Stewardship is aimed principally, (but not exclusively), at members of
each host Festival Province.

In return for a qualifying donation of £100, each Steward will be entitled to:
e AdistinctiveStewards’ breastjewel (opposite), year barand pocketjewel holder.
¢ Inclusionof theirname in the Festival Stewards’ Roll of Honourinthe Festival booklet

e Andforindividuals making theirfirst donation underthe scheme, qualification as a Life
Governor of the Mark Benevolent Fund —the first step on the ladder of honorifics.



Monies raised by the take-up of Festival Stewardships will, of course, be included in each respective
Festival total.

We are delighted that nextyear’s host Province, Surrey, has agreed to be the firstto marketthe new
Festival Stewardship which willbe formally launched at their Provincial AGMin March.

The Board of Trustees very much hope that those Provinces hosting a Festival in the future will
supportthis new scheme and promote the importance of becoming a Festival Steward. Other
Provinces can, of course, still play their part by raisingfunds through the sale of lapel badgesin the
usual way.

Click Here? to download a 2022 Stewardship Jewel Form

Mark District of Spain On-Line Assembly — February 6th, 2021

The District Grand Master, R.W.Bro. Barrie Roy Mansell and the Brethren of the District, welcomed
over300 participants. There were many distinguished guests including the Assistant Grand Master,
R.W.Bro. Stephen Davison and the Grand Secretary, R.W.Bro. Ryan Williams, along with Brethren
representing Provinces and Districts from the four corners of the MasonicWorld, joined with
Brethrenfromthe length and breadth of Spain, the Canaries and Balearics, all making the journey
from the comfort of theirown homes, along the information superhighway, towhat turned out to
be a rathermemorable on-line event.

Like the majority of the Mark Districts and Provinces, Spain has been hithard by restrictions placed
by regional and national governments due to the Covid-19 pandemic; thus making any chance of
meeting face to face at our usual venue of the Hotel Gran Bali, Benidorm completely unfeasible, but
every effort would be made to create the best possible experience forthose attending. The added
complication of deliveringan Assembly in multiple languages, faced head-on by including subtitles to
the major reports and addresses, as well as translatinginto Spanish an advanced copy of the
Assistant Grand Master’s address and distributingit to the Spanish speaking Brethren shortly before
the meeting.

To try and give those Brethren attending the feel of anormal meeting day, we utilised the ‘breakout
rooms’ facility within Zoom, allowing everyone to interactin smaller groups, to meetold and new
friends prior to the meeting, this was referred to by some as the ‘virtual robingroom’, except on this
occasionyou were not tryingto frantically alterthe length of aprons after New Year excesses!

Duringthe District Grand Master’s address to the District Grand Assembly, R.W.Bro. Barrie Roy
Mansell, reminded Brethren that August 2021 signifies the start of the 25th anniversary year of Mark
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Masonry in Spain, and itis hiswish to celebrate thislandmark with a celebrationinthe autumn of
2021, subjecttorestrictions beinglifted.

The Assistant Grand Master, R.W.Bro. Stephen Davison, delighted the Spanish speaking brethren
(and surprised himself a little) with some strategically placed Spanish phrases, but | am sure they
would have only been further enhanced and further flowed by adding sunshine and acervezaor
two!The A.G.M.reminded the Brethren that staying connected during these uncertain times was

important to the survival of our Orders, but not to forget and allow to pass by, those who may find
embracing new technologies alittle daunting.

Stay Safe, Mark Well and May The Force Be With You.

lan Crawford — District Grand Secretary, Spain

Teas in Beds
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Duringthese ongoing unprecedented times when aresumption of physical, face -to-face meetings
still seems some way off, the need to keep our Brethren engaged for the good of our Order and for
theirpersonal welfare, has never been more important.

In the Mark Province of Bedfordshire, we have embraced the concept of T@3 from “day one” by
holding weekly Provincial T@3ZOOM meetings. These virtual gatherings underpin the Provincial
Grand Master R.W. Bro. Russell Howard’s policy of “Keepingin Touch”, and have remained very
popularand well-attended by our Brethren. We alternate between a purely social gatheringone
week, and a talk of Masonicinterest the next. Thus far, we have enjoyed presentations from many
Brethren of our own Province, as well as visiting speakers.

Bedfordshire Mark T@3 on Friday 5th February saw usreceive a presentation from one of ourown,
inthe person of W.Bro. David Snape P.G.S.D., an acknowledged authority on Victorian military
history, entitled “The Rescue they called a Raid: The Jameson Raid 1895-96”. The title comesfrom
David’s recently published book of the same name (published by Helion and Company) and

his fascinating talk was enjoyed by all the Brethren present, and gave us a true “daily advancement!!

Our BedsMark T@3 presentations are planned on a rolling basis, so any Brotherwhois able to give a
talk or presentation, especially one of Masonicinterest, is encouraged to contact the Provincial
Grand Secretary, W.Bro. Trevor Poole, at sec.bedsmark@gmail.com?

3mailto:sec.bedsmark@gmail.com




Derbyshire Royal and Select Master Zoom In

The Derbyshire District of Royal and Select Masters held a District Virtual Business Meetinginlieu of

itsnormal meeting on Saturday, 6 February, presided over by the District Grand Master R.lll.Comp.
Dr Alan Beckerton.

The District was honoured by the presence of the Grand Master M.1ll.Comp.Kessick Jones and the

Assistant Grand Recorder Ill.Comp. Dan Heath and supported by representatives of eighteen
Districts.

In his address the Dist.G.M. commented on the difficult year but how well we had all adjusted to
new technology to enable usto keep intouch.Following the formal meeting the Companions
enjoyed a period of social interaction much enjoyed by all present.

All happy at Keith Hind Council

On Monday, 8 February, members of the Keith Hind Council No. 260 held a social get together Zoom
meeting. The meetingwas organised by Rt.Ill.Comp Vince Driver, District Grand Master for London,

and twenty three members were present. The Grand Master M.III.Comp Kessick Jone s joined the
assembled group. Initially wishing all present well, he was sure that the banter would flow.

As can be seenfromthe picture all appeared to be enjoying themselves by the smiling faces.
Membership of the Council is made up of District Grand Masters, present and past. The Council

meets twice ayear, January at Mark Masons' Hall, and the other meeting within the District of the
Thrice lllustrious Master.



Read all about it - a round-up of Newsletters from our Orders

The Surrey Keystone
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Click Here*to read the full Newsletter

Essex Mark Times - Festival Edition
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Grand Auction and Family Day
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Nottinghamshire Mark Matters
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Across Social Media

On YouTube - Freemasons Without Borders learn the tricks of the trade from the
Mark Grand Director of Ceremonies

https://youtu.be/IOwLAuOghnc

Minerva Talks take a look at the Turin Shroud

®

MINERVA

TALKS

TURIN SHROUD

https.//youtu.be/ESLOm CelcsM

On Facebook - The St John Eye Hospital Fundraising Guild prepare for a talk from St
John Hospitaller, David Verity

Embed://<iframe

src="https://www.facebook.com/plugins/post.php?href=https%3A%2F %2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fg
uildstjohn%2Fposts%2F3047352395487021&width=500&show_text=true&height=646&appld"
width="500" height="646" style="border:none;overflow:hidden" scrolling="no" frameborder="0"

allowfullscreen="true" allow="autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; picture-in-picture; web-
share'></iframe>

The New TLC Teddies are ready to go

Embed://<iframe
src="https://www.facebook.com/plugins/post.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FT
LCTeddies%2Fposts%2F1782051671945617&width=500&show_text=true&height=524&appld"
width="500" height="524" style="border:none;overflow:hidden" scrolling="no" frameborder="0"

allowfullscreen="true" allow="autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; picture-in-picture; web-
share'"></iframe>

Freemasonry gets some positive coverage

Embed://<iframe
src="https://www.facebook.com/plugins/video.php?height=314&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.faceb
ook.com%2Fthelatest.tv%2Fvideos%2F456745869071755%2F&show_text=false&width=560"



width="560" height="314" style="border:none;overflow:hidden" scrolling="no" frameborder="0"
allowfullscreen="true" allow="autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; picture-in-picture; web-
share" allowFullScreen="true"></iframe>

On Twitter - Improving the AMD in London
http://twitter.com/statuses/1359484753225916417

Not seeing your news? Join us on Social Media

Social Mediais becominganincreasingly important platform forhow we getto hearabout whatis
goingon furtherafieldin all of our Orders. If your Province/District/Division has a Facebook

Page/Group or Twitter Feed, orif you representa MasonicClub or Society linked to our Orders,
please send usaninvite tojoinor follow you.

We can be found at:
Facebook - Mark Secretariat” - Thisis the contact account for the Mark Masons' Hall Facebook Page?®
Twitter - @MarkMasonsHall®

Or you can email usat communications@mmh.org.uk*®

The Shop@86 is open for online orders via the website

Click Here!! to visit the Shop@86 website
Please note: During the current Government Lockdown restrictions, there will be limited access to
Mark Masons' Hall. As a resultthere will be delays to the despatch of orders, which will take place

on a weekly basis, normally on aTuesday. Customers willbe notified viaemail once theirorder has
been despatched. Forenquiries about your order please email ordersinfo@mmh.org.uk??

"https://www.facebook.com/mmh.secretariat.3
8https://www.facebook.com/MarkMasonsHall/
Shttps://twitter.com/MarkMasonsHall
1Omajlto:communications @mmh.org.uk
Uhttps://www.shopat86.co.uk/
2mailto:ordersinfo@mmh.org.uk




The KT 20 for 2020 Appeal has now raised over £45,500 and
continues to grow

Please note that the MCF, who are handling donations to this appeal, have moved their payment
collectionsite from the Everyday Hero platformto that of Just Giving. This doesn'timpact how you
make your donation but unfortunatelyit isn't possible forus to setthe amount of your donation
automatically to £20. The defaultsetby the website is £30 and you will need to adjust it down.

You can support the Eye Hospital by makinga £20 donation. Just Click Here2 or use the Text Donate
facility below.

100% of donations will be given tothe StJohn of Jerusalem Eye Hospital Group to supporttheirvital
work. To recognise your generosity and support, The Great Priory of Knights Templaris sendinga
limited-edition Swift tie/lapel pin to every donor.

The Swiftpins are now being posted out but please bear with us as we are only in the office one
day per week to carry out this task so some deliveries will take longer than others. Thank you for
your patience.

Bhttps://fundraising.mcf.org.uk/Appeal -K12042020




The Knights Templar
20 for 2020 Appeal

Felsl Cheit L brm

Text KT2042020 to 70500 to donate £20

AN mories. donated 1o fhis e rumbss g0 lewands the The Knlghts Tergalay
20 Tor J020 Apgeal

Foi a took domatan, pou w il be chamed Tor ono standaed Lol metsago ohos pour dnrutuu
al 1. Blyays get the b paver's permassan, The Sebal Chestwil mecsve 100% of
daymalen, 1y e el vwepn! FoLw it et g tead i hin 'ulgu wkl I|hmlﬂl Fi.',"-
whes rmm ot docaticn. Al donations are adminisened by the Rele? Chest Sohy

raral -1|r|r.l meel.l Churty Mo, S84 Twldl.nml.ﬂl Ilul;lmb 020 3148 3“'..52
A e s Cheiatrladek 7 oo ifirbien C Ry Foe. SEAT0E Conpsiery ble DOTS1E06

60 Grow! Queen Blreel | London | WE2E 5AZ | owew ol oiguk

MBF Festival 2021

East Lancashire Province, hosts of the 153rd Mark Benevolent Fund Annual Festival in 2021, have
produced a unique Souvenir Festival Calendar for the year 2021 and copies are now available.

These large, wall hanging calendars feature twelve contrasting prints of iconicsights in East
Lancashire, commencing with the beauty of Pendle Hillin January and ending with Manchester’s
colourful Christmas Marketin December. The 12 original watercolours were painted by Annette
Young overthe past fouryears specially for this calendar without cost to the Province. Calendars are
priced at £10 each and all proceeds will go to the MBF.

So, let us brighten your kitchen or office wall and at the same time provide much needed support for
our Mark Benevolent Fund. Why not purchase several more copiesto sendtofriends and family at
Christmas?

Thank you very much for your support.



The calendar measures: 318mm x 228mm folded —318mm x 456mm open

To order:

By email: eastlancscalendars@gmail.com!* By telephone: 07766731307
Payment by cheque to East Lancs Mark 2021 Festival — post to:

East Lancs Calendars. 47 St Leonards Way, Woore, Crewe. CW3 9SS

Or contact them for electronic payment details

Anddon't forget, Stewardship, Badge and Festival orders can be places as well.
Click Here®* for the Stewardship and Festival Badge Form

Click Here for the updated complete Festival pack

And you can visitthe Province of East Lancashire's website Here '’

Helping to Combat Covid

COVID Symptorn Tracker

At the start of Lockdown the Grand Secretary, R.W.Bro. Ryan A. Williams, P.G.J.W., shared the
COVID Symptom Study*®app.

As local lockdowns and UK cases increase, with over4million users, this appis a useful source of
information regarding the situationin yourarea, as well as being a portal through which people of all

4mailto:eastlancscalendars@gmail.com
LShttps://www.markmasonshall.org/images/news_articles/2020/2021 MBF_Stewardship__Badge Form.pdf
16http://download.mmh.org.uk/Complete Forms Pack Final 2021 - Updated 18.01.2021 (002).pdf
7http://www.wordpress.eastlancsmark.org/?p=11465

18https://covid.joinzoe.com/




agesand backgrounds are joining togetherto fight COVID, supportthe NHS, help scientificresearch
and help getus out of lockdown safely.

Business as usual for the Staff@86

Staff fromthe 4th Floorat Mark Masons' Hall have returned to working from home but all
departmentsand teams are available viaemail and telephone to help and support as usual.




