Freemasonry@86 News - 18 September
2020

Welcome toyournews and information update forthe progressive/companion Orders of
Freemasonry administered from Mark Masons' Hall, 86 St James's.

This bulletinisemailed to all 'leaders'in the Provinces, Districts & Divisions and their Secretariats.

Please share this content with your members by forwarding this email or let them know that it's
available on the MMH website.

If you don't currently receive this email directly but would like to subscribe please email
communications@mmh.org.uk?

Summary of recent Covid-19 related guidance, the Rule of Six and
changes to the abandonment process

Imailto:communications @ mmh.org.uk




The Grand Secretary, R.W.Bro. Ryan A Williams, P.G.J.W., will today be sendingout aletterand
associated documents giving asummary of Covid-19related guidance and otherinformation which

should assistinthe administration of meetings forthe foreseeable future, especiallyin light of this
week'sreduction in numbers permitted to attend meetings.

The informationis being sentto all Provincial/District/Division/Inspectorate Rulers, their Secretaries
and Unit Secretaries, orequivalent.

Surrey AMD are back to work

A Very Special Meeting of Southern Cross Council

The first AMD Council meetingin Surrey since the change in Government and MMH guidelines
took place at the Southern Cross Council No X111 at Guildford onthe 16th September2020. What
also made it special was that we had a Candidate for the Degree of St Lawrence the Martyr, W.Bro.
John Massey, the Chair of the 2022 Surrey Mark Festival Committee.

The Council was opened by the Acting Worshipful Master, V.W.Bro. Michael Barnes, who welcomed
the Officers and thanked them forattending the meeting. A ballot wastaken forthree joining
members, aswell asthe Candidate, John Massey. This provedintheirfavourandJohnwas
Introduced, Received and Admitted as a Brother of St Lawrence inan excellent manner by the
Worshipful Masterand his small band of Officers. W.Bro. Bob Hancock acted as Junior Deacon and
gave the Lecture on the Degree.

Afterthe ceremony V.W.Bro. Michael Barnes, in asocially distanced manner, congratulated Bro.
John on becomingamember of Southern Cross Council and, on behalf of th e District Grand Prefect,
welcomed himinto the District of Surrey.

W.Bro. Richard Baker was proclaimed as Worshipful Masterfora second year. The current Officers
will remainin Office for second term.

Sadly, due to numbers the Council was unable to be honoured by the presence of our District Grand
Prefect, R.W.Bro.John French. However, he senteveryonehis bestwishesand arranged fora bottle
of finered wine to be waiting for us at the bar to thank everyone fortheirefforts today. RW.Bro.
Johnmay not have beenwith usin person, but he was with usin spirit!

Afterthe meeting everyonesaid how good it was to get togetheragain, which proved thateven
underthe current restrictions ameaningful ceremony can still be conducted.



And finally —thanks to the team at Guildford for not only such a warm welcome back but forall the
hard workin ensuring we stayed safe while at the South West Surrey MasonicCentre.

Chris Eley, Southern Cross Council No. 13

Our Friends at East Anglia's Children's Hospices

The MBF granted £52,893 in 2019 for the fitting out of their brand new sensory room at The Nook.
The centre was purpose built by the East Anglia’s Children’s Hospices charity and was officially
opened by HRH The Duchess of Cambridge.

You can read theirlatest Newsletter by clicking Here?
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The Mark Province of North & East Yorkshire also have a newsletter

out
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The KT Province of Staffordshire and Shropshire raise £10k for the
Eye Hospital

l““"f;? J | Provincial Priory of
\';Q:\ ' | Staffordshire & Shropshire

Followingatremendous fundraising endeavour by the Knights Templar Province of Staffordshireand
Shropshire, which realised atotal of Ten Thousand Pounds forthe St John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital,
theyreceived thisletter of thanks.

St John
Ambulance
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Open House Weekend Goes Virtual

Open
House




Aftertwoincredibly successfulyears openingthe doors of Mark Masons' Hall to the publicfor Open
House Weekend, in light of the Government's reduction in numbers and the compact nature of the
building, we have made the difficult decision to abandon our plans to do the same thisyear.

Our thanks to the regular band of Room Stewards from all Orders of Freemasonry, and the staff of
MMH, who had offered to make themselves available for whatis a thoroughly enjoyable day.

However, we will still have an online presence forthose who would like to know more about the
buildingand what we do. There will be alink on our website https://www.markmasonshall.org/ on
Saturday and Sunday for anyone wishingto pay us a virtual visit.

You can visitour page on the Open House website, and access other online content Here 3

Across Social Media

On Twitter - East Lancashire AMD hold District Meeting on Zoom
http://twitter.com/statuses/1305764863013158912

On Facebook - Our friends at the St John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital gear up for their
first virtual fair

Embed://<iframe
src="https://www.facebook.com/plugins/post.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fg
uildstjohn%2Fposts%2F2926943420861253&width=500" width="500" height="716"
style="border:none;overflow:hidden" scrolling="no" frameborder="0" allowTransparency="true"
allow="encrypted-media"></iframe>

Brighton Lodge of M.M.M. No. 426

Sussex Mark's Prov.G.M., Roger Richardson, took the Chairin his mother Mark Lodge, Brighton No.

426, for their Election Meeting at Brighton on Tuesday 9th September. The six Members present
thenenjoyedabeerinthe bar before goinghome.

3https://openhouselondon.open-city.org.uk/listings /4711




Hundred of Hoo Lodge of M.M.M. No. 1326 commemorate 80 years since the Battle
of Britain

You can read more Here*

St Nicholas Lodge of M.M.M. No. 413

Historical moment for St Nicholas 413 in Harwich. W.Bro. Brian Todd installed W.Bro. Colin Kendrick
inthe chair. We did all this within the currentrestrictions due to the Covid-19 pandemicand with
just 6 brethren. Mind you we all had to play musical chairs Well done toyouall - thisis why we call it
the friendly degreel

Essex Enthroned Commanders & Essex Installed Mark Masters Lodges, No.1044
http://twitter.com/statuses/1306334419750400001

4http://kentmarkmastermasons.org.uk/news 0514.html?fbclid=IwARO8FrPmimNvE8retS740viYvB5n9FHJ JSZ
dbuB9z50zP2AtJPVWL49pVY




Keeping Calm in Sussex OSM

Not seeing your news? Join us on Social Media

Social Mediais becominganincreasingly important platform forhow we getto hearabout whatis
goingon furtherafieldin all of our Orders. If your Province/District/Division has a Facebook
Page/Group or Twitter Feed, orif you representa Masonic Club or Society linked to our Orders,
please send usaninvite tojoin or follow you.

We can be found at:
Facebook - Mark Secretariat®- Thisis the contact account for the Mark Masons' Hall Facebook Page®

Twitter - @MarkMasonsHall”

The KT 20 for 2020 Appeal has now raised nearly £35,000.00

g Fam A TRPN T

You can support the Eye Hospital by makinga £20 donation. Just Click Here?® or use the Text Donate
facility below.

Shttps://www.facebook.com/mmbh.secretariat.3
6https://www.facebook.com/MarkMasonsHall/
"https://twitter.com/MarkMasonsHall
8http://everydayhero.co.uk/event/KT2042020




100 per cent of donations will be givento StJohn of Jerusalem Eye Hospital Group to support their
vital work.To recognise your generosity and support, The Great Priory of Knights Templaris sending
a limited-edition Swift tie/lapel pin to every donor.

The Swift pins are now being posted out but please bear with us as we are only in the office one
day per weekto carry out this task so some deliveries will take longerthan others. Thank you for

your patience.
The Knights Tempiar
20 for 2020 Appeal

Text KT2042020 to 70500 to donate £20
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MBEF Festival 2021

East Lancashire Province, hosts of the 153rd Mark Benevolent Fund Annual Festival in 2021, have
produced a unigue Souvenir Festival Calendar for the year 2021 and copies are now available.

These large, wall hanging calendars feature twelve contrasting prints of iconicsightsin East
Lancashire, commencing with the beauty of Pendle Hillin January and ending with Manchester’s
colourful Christmas Marketin December. The 12 original watercolours were painted by Annette
Young overthe past fouryears specially forthis calendar without cost to the Province. Calendars are
priced at £10 each and all proceeds will go to the MBF.

So, letus brighten yourkitchen or office wall and at the same time provide much needed support for
our Mark Benevolent Fund. Why not purchase several more copiesto sendtofriends and family at
Christmas?



Thank you very much for your support.

Fov- i Lanciridr p Peliack
P T kv,

The calendar measures: 318mm x 228mm folded —318mm x 456mm open

To order:

By email: eastlancscalendars@gmail.com® By telephone: 07766731307
Payment by cheque to East Lancs Mark 2021 Festival — post to:

East Lancs Calendars. 47 St Leonards Way, Woore, Crewe. CW3 9SS

Or contact them for electronic payment details

Anddon't forget, Stewardship, Badge and Festival orders can be places as well.
Click Here°for the Stewardship and Festival Badge Form

Click Here'* for the complete Festival pack

And you can visitthe Province of East Lancashire's website Here 12

The Shop@86 is now open

As well as beingable toacceptonline orders, we are pleased to announce the Shop@86is now open
to visitors, initially from 1p.m. to 6 p.m. Monday to Friday.

For those who have received appointment to, or promotionin, Grand Rank - you may still place your
orderusingthe methods outlinedinthe form provided with your offer letter.

9mailto:eastlancscalendars@gmail.com
O0https://www.markmasonshall.org/images/news_articles/2020/2021 MBF_Stewardship__Badge Form.pdf
Uhttps://www.markmasonshall.org/images/news_articles/2020/2021 MBF Festival Complete Forms Pack.p
df

L2http://www.wordpress.eastlancsmark.org/?p=11465




Please note: orderswillbe dispatched as soon as possible but may be subject to delays caused by
Covid-19restrictions.

Visitthe Shop@86 website Here!3

Business as usual for the Staff@86 while away from Mark Masons'
Hall

Mark Masons' Hall may have 'closed for business'during the imposed lockdown, but all departments
and teams are available on email to help and support.

L3https://www.shopat86.co.uk/




